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Introduction: A Controversial Moment in Church History
The expulsion of the Jesuits in the 18th century is one of the most dramatic and complex
episodes in the history of the Catholic Church. How was it possible that such an influential
religious order, founded by St. Ignatius of Loyola in 1540 and approved by Pope Paul III, was
suppressed by the papacy itself decades later? What spiritual and theological lessons can we
draw from this event today?

In this article, we will explore the historical, political, and theological reasons behind this
decision, how it affected the Church, and why the Jesuits were eventually reinstated.
Additionally, we will reflect on how this episode teaches us about obedience, reform, and
trust in divine Providence.

1. Historical Context: Why Were the Jesuits Expelled?

A. Political Tensions with European Monarchies

By the mid-18th century, the Society of Jesus had become one of the most powerful
institutions within the Church. The Jesuits were educators of kings, missionaries in Asia and
the Americas, and spiritual advisors to the elite. However, their influence generated envy and
suspicion among the absolutist monarchies of Europe, particularly in Portugal, Spain, and
France.

Portugal (1759): The Marquis of Pombal, Portugal’s prime minister, accused the
Jesuits of meddling in political affairs and being behind an alleged assassination attempt
against King Joseph I. They were expelled, and their properties confiscated.
France (1764): Under pressure from Enlightenment philosophers and the court of
Louis XV, the Jesuits were accused of accumulating wealth and being “too powerful.”
Spain (1767): Charles III, influenced by regalist ideas (which advocated state control
over the Church), expelled them under the pretext that they were “disobedient” to the
Crown.

B. The Papal Suppression (1773): Clement XIV and the Brief Dominus
ac Redemptor

Facing pressure from Catholic powers, Pope Clement XIV issued the brief Dominus ac
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Redemptor in 1773, officially suppressing the Society of Jesus. Although the document did not
condemn the Jesuits doctrinally, it claimed that their suppression was necessary “to restore
peace in the Church.”

Was this decision just? From a theological perspective, many historians and theologians
argue that it was more a political than a spiritual act. The Church, in a moment of weakness
before secular states, yielded to temporal pressures.

2. Theological Relevance: What Does This Event Teach
Us?

A. The Church Between the Temporal and the Spiritual

Jesus said: “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). The expulsion of the Jesuits
reminds us of the danger of the Church being entangled in political interests. When secular
powers try to dominate spiritual matters, the mission of evangelization weakens.

B. Obedience in Times of Trial

Despite the injustice, the Jesuits accepted the suppression with obedience. St. Alphonsus
Liguori, a Doctor of the Church, wrote: “God allows these trials to purify His servants.” This
teaches us that even in moments of misunderstanding, we must trust in God’s will.

C. The Resilience of Faith

The Society of Jesus did not disappear. In Russia, where Empress Catherine the Great refused
to enforce the papal decree, the Jesuits continued their work. This shows that Providence acts
even in the worst crises.

3. The Restoration of the Jesuits (1814)
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How Long Did It Take for the Church to Rehabilitate Them?

The suppression lasted 41 years. In 1814, Pope Pius VII, recognizing the mistake and the
need for the Jesuits in the fight against secularism and the French Revolution, restored them
with the bull Sollicitudo omnium ecclesiarum.

Why Did the Church Readmit Them?

Because of their loyalty to the papacy during the crisis.
Because of their educational and missionary work, indispensable for Catholic
renewal.
Because the Church understood that their suppression had been more political than
spiritual.

4. Lessons for Today: How Can We Apply This to Our
Lives?

A. Do Not Fear Persecution

Like the Jesuits, Catholics today face misunderstandings. But “all things work for the good of
those who love God” (Romans 8:28).

B. Obedience and Trust in the Church

Even when we do not understand certain Church decisions, we must remember that Christ
guides His Church.

C. Defend the Faith with Intelligence and Courage

The Jesuits were great intellectuals and evangelizers. Today, we are called to educate
ourselves and proclaim the Gospel boldly.



Why Did the Church Expel the Jesuits? History, Theology, and Modern
Relevance | 4

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 4

Conclusion: A Chapter That Invites Us to Faith and
Fortitude
The expulsion and return of the Jesuits teach us that the Church, though composed of fallible
men, is guided by the Holy Spirit. In a world where faith is questioned, their history
encourages us to persevere, trust, and work for the Kingdom of God, knowing that “the gates
of hell shall not prevail” (Matthew 16:18).

What about you? How do you live your faith amid adversity? Do you trust that God has a
plan, even when you don’t understand it? The story of the Jesuits is an invitation to believe
that after the cross, resurrection always comes.

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose hope is the Lord” (Jeremiah 17:7).


