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There are moments in history when God breaks in with particular tenderness. He does not do
so with thunder, but with the whisper of a Mother. Marian apparitions are not pious tales
nor relics of the past: they are living signs, deeply rooted in history, that continue to
challenge the heart of modern man—so wounded and yet so thirsty for hope.

This article aims to be a clear, chronological, and spiritually profound guide, written
for any reader—whether a practicing believer or a sincere seeker—who wishes to understand
why Mary appears, what she says to us, and what consequences her presence has
in personal life, in the Church, and in society.

1. What are Marian apparitions and why does the Church take
them seriously?

The Church teaches that Marian apparitions belong to what is called private revelation.
This means something very important:

they add nothing new to the Gospel, but they actualize it, underline it, and make it
urgent for a specific moment in history.

The Catechism explains this clearly (CCC §67):

“Their role is not to improve or complete Christ’s definitive
Revelation, but to help live it more fully in a certain period of
history.”

Mary does not come to speak about herself. She always leads to Christ. She always calls to
conversion, prayer, penance, and fidelity to the Church.

2. Year 40 A.D. - Our Lady of the Pillar (Zaragoza, Spain)
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The first Marian apparition in history

According to the constant tradition of the Church, the Virgin Mary appeared in bodily
form to the Apostle James in Zaragoza, while she was still living in Jerusalem. This makes it
the first known Marian apparition.

Mary encourages James, discouraged by the hardness of the evangelizing mission, and asks
him to build a temple in that place. The “pillar” symbolizes Mary as the firm column of
faith, the support of the newborn Church.

Historical and spiritual consequence:

* Spain is marked as a Marian land from the very origins of Christianity.
» Mary appears as a missionary Mother, who strengthens the apostles.

3. 4th-10th centuries - Early apparitions and the consolidation
of Marian devotion

During Christian antiquity and the Early Middle Ages, various local traditions arise, among
them:

Our Lady of the Snows (Rome, 4th century)

A Roman couple receives in a dream the indication to build a basilica where snow would fall
in the middle of August. There Saint Mary Major, one of the most important Marian
churches in the world, was built.

Key message: Mary guides the concrete lives of the faithful and leaves a visible mark on
history.

4. 1531 - Our Lady of Guadalupe (Mexico)
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Mary speaks the language of the peoples

Mary appears to Saint Juan Diego, a humble indigenous man, on Tepeyac Hill. She presents
herself with mestizo features and leaves her image miraculously imprinted on the tilma.

Her words still move hearts today:
I “Am I not here, I who am your Mother?”

Historical consequences:

» The massive conversion of millions of indigenous people to Christianity.
e The inculturation of the Gospel without violence.
e The proclamation of Mary as the Evangelizer of the Americas.

5. 1634 - Our Lady of Good Success (Quito, Ecuador)

A disturbingly current prophecy

Mary announces a serious moral and doctrinal crisis in the Church, especially in the
20th and 21st centuries: corruption, loss of vocations, attacks on the sacrament of marriage.

Central message:
Fidelity, sacramental life, and reparation will sustain the Church in dark times.

6. 1830 - Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal (Paris)

Mary appears to Saint Catherine Labouré and asks for a medal to be struck with the
inscription:

“O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to
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I thee.”

Spiritual consequence:

e Worldwide spread of Marian devotion.
 Preparation for the dogma of the Immaculate Conception (1854).

7. 1846 - Our Lady of La Salette (France)

The tears of a Mother

Mary appears weeping to two children and denounces blasphemy, neglect of Sunday, and
religious indifference.

Message: if man turns away from God, he reaps suffering—not as an arbitrary punishment,
but as a consequence of sin.

8. 1858 - Our Lady of Lourdes (France)

“I am the Immaculate Conception”

Mary appears to Saint Bernadette Soubirous. A spring of water flows forth, becoming a
sign of physical and spiritual healing.

Consequences:

e Confirmation of the Marian dogma.
e Lourdes becomes the world’s greatest sanctuary for the sick.
e Mary revealed as the Mother of those who suffer.
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9. 1871 - Our Lady of Pontmain (France)

In the midst of the Franco-Prussian War, Mary appears to children, and the enemy advance
suddenly stops.

Message:
I “But pray, my children.”

Prayer changes history.

10. 1917 - Our Lady of Fatima (Portugal)

The heart of the 20th century

Mary appears to three shepherd children and warns about:
e Sin.
* Hell.

* War.
e The spread of atheistic communism.

She asks for the Rosary, the consecration to her Immaculate Heart, and penance.
Historical consequences:

 Profound influence on contemporary spirituality.
» A key lens for understanding the dramas of the 20th century.

11. 1932-1933 - Our Lady of Banneux (Belgium)

Mary presents herself as “the Virgin of the Poor” during the global economic crisis.
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12. 1947 - Our Lady of the Tears of Syracuse (ltaly)

A Marian image sheds human tears. Science confirms their origin.

13.1961-1965 - Garabandal (Spain) (not officially
approved, but widely influential)

An intense call to conversion and devotion to the Eucharist.

14. 1981 - Our Lady of Kibeho (Rwanda)

Officially approved

Mary announces a genocide if there is no conversion. The message is ignored. The tragedy
occurs.

Lesson: Mary warns—she does not threaten.

15. Since 1981 - Medjugorje (Bosnia-Herzegovina)

(Under discernment by the Church)
Millions of conversions, vocations, and profound confessions.
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16. Theological key: why does Mary continue to appear?

Because the Gospel has never ceased to be urgent.

Mary fulfills the prophecy of the Magnificat:
I “From now on all generations will call me blessed” (Luke 1:48)
She does not compete with Christ. She points to Him. As at Cana:

I “Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5)

17. Practical applications for today

e Pray the Rosary as a school of faith.

* Live the sacraments with depth.

 Practice penance and charity.

e Trust Mary amid today’s cultural chaos.

e Remain faithful to the Church, even when wounded.

Conclusion: Mary is not the past—she is the present

Marian apparitions are not pious nostalgia. They are beacons in the night, urgent calls
from a Mother who refuses to lose her children.

Today, as yesterday, Mary continues to say:

I “Convert... pray... do not be afraid.”
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And whoever listens to her never walks alone.
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