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Introduction: The Mystery of a Christian Curse

At the foot of the Moncayo mountain, in the province of Zaragoza (Spain), stands a small and
picturesque village that holds a history as unusual as it is unsettling. This is Trasmoz, the
only town officially excommunicated and cursed by the Catholic Church. This isn’t just
local folklore. It isn’t a legend distorted by time. It’s a documented and recognized reality — a
unique exception in the history of Western Christianity.

But beyond the mystery, witches, and spells that draw curious visitors each year, the story
of Trasmoz raises profound questions about faith, sin, redemption, the power of
blessings and curses, and about how humanity can choose between light and darkness. This
article is not intended to feed superstition but rather to offer a spiritual, theological, and
inspiring perspective on what this story can teach Christians today.

1. What Happened in Trasmoz? A Tale of Witches and Anathemas

The history of Trasmoz begins in the Middle Ages, a time marked by the struggle between
civil and ecclesiastical power. For centuries, the nearby Monastery of Veruela held great
religious and economic influence in the region. However, Trasmoz was a peculiar enclave:
it did not belong to the Church’s domains but rather to secular nobility, making it
independent from ecclesiastical authority.

This independence became a source of conflict. Legend has it that the village minted
counterfeit coins, exploited resources claimed by the Church, and tolerated pagan
practices. But what ultimately provoked the Church was the persistent rumor that Trasmoz
was a center of witchcraft, leading the abbot of Veruela to request its excommunication.

The excommunication was officially enacted in the 13th century, under Pope Julius II,
at the request of the then-abbot. But it didn’t stop there: soon after, a priest ascended the
castle of Trasmoz carrying a cross and a relic, and solemnly pronounced a curse: a Mass of
excommunication with the chanting of Psalm 108 —an imprecatory psalm full of curses
against God’s enemies— casting an anathema upon the entire village.

Since then, Trasmoz has remained outside the Church’s communion, with no formal
reinstatement, and the curse has never been officially lifted.
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2. Excommunication: What Does It Really Mean?

To grasp the gravity of what happened in Trasmoz, we need to understand what
excommunication means theologically.

Excommunication is not some kind of “magical curse,” as some believe. Rather, it is a
medicinal penalty meant to call the sinner to repentance. It is the act by which a
person (or, in rare cases, a community) is separated from the sacraments and full
communion with the Church. St. Paul explicitly refers to it:

“Deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that
his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 5:5)

Excommunication is therefore a severe spiritual remedy, a form of tough love intended to
awaken the sinner from spiritual blindness, so that he may repent and return to the Father’s
house. It is never a punishment without hope of return… except in the case of Trasmoz,
where the curse was made solemn and public, with no subsequent retraction or lifting.

This raises an important theological question: Can a place be cursed forever?

3. Can a City Be Cursed? Scripture, Tradition, and Authority

Sacred Scripture contains several accounts of cities cursed because of their sin, the most
well-known being Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19), or Jericho, about which Joshua said:

“Cursed before the Lord be the man who rises up and rebuilds this
city.” (Joshua 6:26)

Jewish and Christian tradition have understood such curses not as divine acts of vengeance,
but as serious warnings against structural sin, which permeates and corrupts not only
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individuals but entire communities. In this sense, Trasmoz becomes a symbol of a
community that, at one point, rejected fraternal correction and closed itself off to
grace.

And yet, God does not delight in the death of the sinner but rather that he turn
back and live (cf. Ezekiel 33:11). Thus, the more urgent question is not: “Is Trasmoz
cursed?” but rather: What would we do if we lived in such a place? Can we live
spiritually in a kind of ‘Trasmoz’ ourselves?

4. Trasmoz as a Metaphor for the Modern World: Between Superstition
and Secularism

Today, many towns —even entire nations— live turned away from God. They legalize laws
contrary to the Gospel, promote abortion, euthanasia, gender ideology, the destruction of the
family, and persecute Christian symbols. In a certain way, many societies have
excommunicated God.

Therefore, Trasmoz is not just a village. It is also a spiritual symbol of modern man: a
heart that has been separated, that lives apart from grace, that has grown accustomed to the
dark. But like all biblical symbols, it is not doomed to fatalism. Scripture is clear:

“If my people, who are called by my name, humble themselves,
pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” (2
Chronicles 7:14)

Thus, the story of Trasmoz can become a call to personal and social conversion, a
call to break with dark alliances and return to the heart of the Gospel.

5. What If You Were Trasmoz? Keys to Breaking the Curse of Sin

Spiritually speaking, many Christians live “de facto excommunicated”, though not
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formally: far from the sacraments, enslaved to vices, trapped in lukewarmness or dabbling in
occult practices. But everything can change if one chooses to break with sin, renounce all
shadows, and open oneself to grace.

How can we do this?

A Deep Examination of Conscience: It’s not enough to “feel good.” We must1.
examine our lives in the light of God and the Church’s teachings.
Sacramental Confession: This is the divine antidote to any curse. Christ has already2.
conquered death, and His forgiveness is more powerful than any anathema.
Adoration and the Eucharist: Communion with Christ repairs the soul’s fractures.3.
Participating in the Mass with faith is a return from exile.
Explicit Renunciation of Evil: There is no neutrality in spiritual warfare. One must4.
renounce all superstition, ideology, idolatry, and resentment.
Prayer for the Conversion of Others: As intercessors, we are called to bless, not5.
curse. Praying for our cities, families, and communities is part of the Christian mission.

6. Can Trasmoz Be Redeemed? And the World?

Although the Church has not formally lifted the excommunication of Trasmoz, many faithful
believe that the power of prayer, intercession, and penance can reach even what
seems impossible. The example of converted cities —such as Nineveh (Jonah 3)— reminds
us that nothing is lost as long as one soul cries out to God.

In fact, some residents of Trasmoz, beyond the touristic folklore, have begun to explore their
town’s history through a spiritual lens. Some have prayed exorcisms; others have celebrated
private Masses. Perhaps the first step is not to lift the canonical excommunication, but to
awaken in hearts the desire for reconciliation.

And that’s something you can also do: become an intercessor for your land, your
community, your family… or for yourself, if you feel like you’re living in an inner
Trasmoz.
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Conclusion: From Darkness to Light

The story of Trasmoz should not fascinate us because of its darkness, but rather because of
the light that can shine in the midst of darkness. The Gospel is not a tale of curses, but
of blessings. Christ came to undo the works of the devil (cf. 1 John 3:8), to break every
anathema and proclaim:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty
to the captives… and to proclaim a year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke
4:18–19)

Trasmoz may be a cursed place… or the setting of a great conversion.

And you? Do you live under a blessing or a curse? Have you reconciled with God, or do you
still carry the burden of estrangement?

Today you can return. Today you can break with your own Trasmoz. Today you can
be a land of blessing.

If this article has helped you, share it. And remember: darkness only reigns where light is
absent. Let us be that light in the world!


