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We live in an era where the word tolerance has become the supreme ideal. We are told that
we must be tolerant of all ideas, all beliefs, and all behaviors, regardless of whether they are
true or false, good or bad. But is tolerance really a Christian virtue? Is this what Christ taught
us?

The answer, though it may surprise many, is a resounding no. Tolerance, understood as the
passive acceptance of everything without discernment, is not a Christian virtue. On the
contrary, it can be a trap leading to moral indifference and relativism. Christianity does not
promote tolerance but rather charity in truth, love for one’s neighbor with moral
firmness, and unwavering fidelity to God.

1. Truth is Not Optional: Christ Preached Conversion,
Not Tolerance
Jesus Christ did not come into the world to be “tolerant” of sin but to call people to
repentance and conversion. His words were clear and sometimes harsh, but always
moved by an authentic love that seeks the salvation of souls:

“The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe in the Gospel” (Mark 1:15).

Christ did not tolerate the merchants in the Temple; He drove them out with a whip (John
2:15). He did not tolerate the hypocrisy of the Pharisees; He denounced them firmly (Matthew
23). He did not tolerate sin but called the adulterous woman to change her life:

“Go, and sin no more” (John 8:11).

Today, in a world that rejects the idea of absolute truth, many Christians fall into the trap of
misunderstood tolerance. They believe that loving one’s neighbor means accepting their
errors without correcting them. But true love is not complacent with evil; it seeks the good of
the other, even when it is uncomfortable or unpopular.
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2. Modern Confusion: When Tolerance Becomes
Relativism
Today’s culture tells us that all beliefs are equally valid, that there is no absolute truth, and
that the important thing is “not to judge.” However, this contradicts Christian teaching.

St. Paul warns us:

“For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound
doctrine, but, having itching ears, they will accumulate for
themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths” (2 Timothy
4:3-4).

Relativism tells us that each person has their “own truth,” but this is absurd. If truth depends
on each individual, then truth does not exist. Jesus Christ did not say, “I am one of many
truths,” but rather:

“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6).

Accepting all beliefs and lifestyles as equally valid is to reject the Church’s evangelizing
mission. If everything is equally good, then preaching the Gospel would be pointless. But
Christ sent us into the world to make disciples, not to be indifferent (Matthew 28:19-20).

3. How Should a Christian Act? Love in Truth, Not
Indifference
A Christian is not called to be intolerant in the sense of violence or contempt but to be firm
in the truth with love. The Christian virtue is not tolerance but true charity.

St. Augustine put it beautifully:
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“Love, and do what you will: if you are silent, be silent out of love;
if you speak, speak out of love; if you correct, correct out of love; if
you forgive, forgive out of love.”

True Christian love is neither permissive nor complacent with sin but seeks the salvation of
the other. That is why a loving father does not tolerate his child playing with fire, but
warns and corrects him. A loving doctor does not tolerate his patient’s disease but seeks to
cure it. Likewise, a loving Christian cannot tolerate sin without pointing the way to
conversion.

This does not mean we should be harsh or cruel. Fraternal correction must be done with
humility, patience, and prayer. But remaining silent in the face of error for fear of being
labeled “intolerant” is a betrayal of both truth and authentic love.

4. Being Witnesses of Truth in a World That Wants Us
Silent
In today’s society, being a faithful Christian means going against the tide. We are pressured
to accept things that go against our faith: abortion, moral relativism, gender ideology, and
many others. We are told that we must be “tolerant,” but in reality, what is being demanded
is that we become silent accomplices of error.

Jesus warned us that His message would bring division:

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have
not come to bring peace, but a sword” (Matthew 10:34).

This does not mean we seek conflict, but rather that truth inevitably provokes
opposition. If we follow Christ, we will be criticized, rejected, and persecuted. But we should
not fear:

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated
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you” (John 15:18).

Our duty is to be light in the darkness, even if it makes others uncomfortable. As St. Paul
says:

“Do not conform to this world, but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God”
(Romans 12:2).

Conclusion: Tolerance is Not a Virtue, Truth in Love Is
In summary, tolerance, understood as the indifferent acceptance of error, is not a Christian
virtue. The true virtue is charity in truth, love that corrects with patience, and the faithful
witness of Christ without fear of public opinion.

Being a Christian does not mean being “tolerant” of sin but being a courageous witness
of truth, even when it means rejection or persecution. Our goal is not to please the world
but to please God.

So the next time someone tells you that “we must be tolerant,” remember these words from
St. Peter:

“We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).

May the Lord grant us the grace to be firm in faith, courageous in truth, and ardent in
charity. To love is to correct, to love is to preach, to love is not to remain silent in
the face of error.

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, model of fidelity and courage, help us live our faith with
boldness and love!


