
Three of the Five Holy Cities Are in Spain: A Unique Spiritual Treasure
| 1

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 1

When we think of “Holy Cities,” places like Jerusalem or Rome immediately come to mind.
However, something that many do not know is that Spain is home to three of the five holy
cities of Catholicism. This fact speaks to the profound spiritual mark that the Catholic faith
has left on Spain’s history and culture, making it a beacon of Christianity.

The five holy cities of Christianity are:

Rome (Italy)1.
Jerusalem (Israel/Palestine)2.
Santiago de Compostela (Spain)3.
Santo Toribio de Liébana (Spain)4.
Caravaca de la Cruz (Spain)5.

In this article, we will explore these five cities in depth, with a special emphasis on the three
located in Spain. We will not only discover their theological relevance and impact on the
history of faith, but we will also reflect on their importance in today’s world.

1. Rome: The City of Saint Peter and the Heart of
Catholicism

A Center of the Christian Faith

Rome is the seat of the Catholic Church and the location of the Vatican, home of the Pope,
the successor of Saint Peter. Since ancient times, this city has been a pillar of Christianity. It
is in Rome where Peter and Paul were martyred, and where the majestic St. Peter’s
Basilica stands, one of the most important temples in the world.

The Spiritual Significance

Rome’s importance lies in being the city from which Christianity spread to the world. As Jesus
said to Peter:

“You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it” (Matthew 16:18).

Faithful pilgrims travel to Rome to visit the tombs of Saint Peter and Saint Paul and to
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experience closeness to the Chair of Peter, which guides the universal Church.

2. Jerusalem: The City of Christ and Redemption

The Cradle of Christianity

Jerusalem is the place where Christ lived His Passion, Death, and Resurrection. Here stands
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the most sacred site for Christians. The city bears witness
to biblical history, from King David’s reign to the apostles’ preaching.

A Meeting Point of Faith

For Christians, making a pilgrimage to Jerusalem is about following in Jesus’ footsteps,
reliving the Via Crucis on the Via Dolorosa, and praying on the Mount of Olives. It is a city
that reminds us of Christ’s redemptive sacrifice and the promise of eternal life.

The Three Holy Cities in Spain
Now we delve into the spiritual heart of Spain. Santiago de Compostela, Santo Toribio de
Liébana, and Caravaca de la Cruz are places recognized for their holiness, attracting pilgrims
for centuries.

3. Santiago de Compostela: The Path to Faith

A Pilgrimage Destination

Santiago de Compostela is the endpoint of the famous Camino de Santiago, one of the
most important Christian pilgrimages in the world. Since the Middle Ages, millions of pilgrims
have walked hundreds of kilometers to reach the tomb of the Apostle James the Greater.
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The Importance of Apostle James

James was one of Jesus’ closest disciples. According to tradition, he evangelized in the Iberian
Peninsula, and after his martyrdom in Jerusalem, his disciples brought his body to Galicia. His
tomb became a center of devotion that remains vibrant today.

The Spiritual Impact Today

The Camino de Santiago is not just a physical journey but an inner one. In a fast-paced and
materialistic world, this path offers an opportunity for reflection, conversion, and
reconnection with God.

4. Santo Toribio de Liébana: The Power of the Cross

The Lignum Crucis

Santo Toribio de Liébana, in Cantabria, houses the Lignum Crucis, the largest known
fragment of the Cross on which Christ died. This monastery has been a pilgrimage site since
the Middle Ages and holds the privilege of a perpetual Jubilee Year.

The Meaning of the Cross

The Cross is the central symbol of our faith. As Saint Paul says:

“We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” (1
Corinthians 1:23).

Pilgrimage to Santo Toribio de Liébana is an act of deep faith in Christ’s redemptive sacrifice.

5. Caravaca de la Cruz: A Place of Miracles

A Cross of Celestial Origin

Caravaca de la Cruz, in Murcia, is home to a relic of the True Cross, one of the few places
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recognized with the privilege of a perpetual Jubilee Year. Tradition holds that this cross
miraculously appeared in the 13th century during the Muslim occupation.

A Message of Unity and Redemption

Caravaca reminds us that the Christian faith is universal and that the cross is the sign of
God’s infinite love. In a world where division and despair seem to prevail, this city remains a
beacon of hope and reconciliation.

Conclusion: A Call to Spiritual Pilgrimage
The five holy cities of Christianity are witnesses to God’s presence in human history.
Especially in Spain, we have an immense spiritual legacy that continues to inspire
generations.

Today, pilgrimaging to these places is not just an ancient tradition but an opportunity to
renew our faith and reconnect with God in the midst of modern life. As Jesus invites us:

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

Whether walking to Santiago, contemplating the Cross in Santo Toribio, or meditating in
Caravaca, each step on the journey brings us closer to the essence of our faith. May these
holy cities help us remember that the true pilgrimage is the one that leads us to the heart of
God.

Have you visited any of these cities? Would you like to embark on a pilgrimage? Share your
experience or your desire to walk the path in the comments. May God bless you on your
journey of faith! �✨


