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Introduction: An Ancient Yet Strikingly Current Phrase

“This generation is an evil generation; it seeks a sign, but no sign shall be given to it except
the sign of Jonah” (Lk 11:29). These are not the words of just any prophet, nor of a resentful
moralist. They are the words of Jesus Himself. And they are not addressed to terrorists,
corrupt politicians, or criminals, but to a generation… like ours: sophisticated, demanding,
skeptical, and spiritually lukewarm. A generation that demands proof but despises faith; that
idolizes progress but hates the truth; that consumes spirituality tailored to personal taste but
rejects the Cross.

Could it be that these harsh words apply to us today? Not only is it possible: it is urgent
that we recognize it.

I. Luke 11: A Prophetic Denunciation of the Human Heart
To grasp the weight of Jesus’ accusation, we must immerse ourselves in the context of
chapter 11 of the Gospel according to Luke. There, the Lord offers a profound teaching that
directly confronts hypocrisy, disbelief, and spiritual corruption—of His time… and ours.

1. The Chapter in Context

Luke 11 opens with a beautiful scene: Jesus teaching His disciples how to pray. He gives them
the Our Father (vv. 1–4), encourages them to trust in God (vv. 5–13), and then performs an
exorcism, casting out a demon (v. 14). But from that moment on, conflict breaks out. Some
onlookers accuse Jesus of casting out demons by the power of Beelzebul (v. 15), and others
demand a sign from Him (v. 16).

It is then that Christ issues a thunderous warning:

“This generation is an evil generation; it seeks a sign, but no sign
shall be given to it except the sign of Jonah” (Lk 11:29).

And He follows this up with a theological lesson we must examine with utmost seriousness.
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II. “An Evil Generation”: What Does It Mean?
The term “generation” (Greek: γενεά) does not refer merely to a group of people born in a
certain era, but to a mindset, a collective spirit. Jesus denounces a widespread attitude: that
of a society that lives with its back turned to God, even when He stands in their midst.

An “evil generation” is:

A materialistic society that believes only in what it can see and touch.
A rationalistic society that demands evidence but rejects divine signs.
A hypocritical society that justifies itself while condemning the sacred.
A society that appears religious but is spiritually empty.

Sound familiar? You only need to glance at social media, news headlines, or the laws
governing our nations to see the mirror of this evil generation.

III. The Sign of Jonah: What Is Jesus Saying?
Jesus does not grant a miraculous sign to that generation, but He does point them to one
sign: the sign of Jonah.

“Just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of
Man be to this generation” (Lk 11:30).

What Was the Sign of Jonah?

Jonah, the prophet, was swallowed by a great fish and spent three days and three nights in
its belly. He was then vomited out and went on to preach in Nineveh, which repented. This is
a prophetic foreshadowing of what Christ would do: He would die, lie in the tomb, and
rise again on the third day.

The resurrection of Christ is the great sign—the definitive sign—that surpasses all miracles.
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And yet, it is also the most rejected sign in the world.

The people of Nineveh believed Jonah, a reluctant prophet. But this generation does not
even believe in the risen Christ.

IV. Theology of Denunciation: Jesus as Judge of the Human
Heart
We don’t like to think of Jesus as one who denounces. We prefer to picture Him as the Good
Shepherd, the Friend, the Healer. And He is all of those. But He is also the Prophet, the
Incarnate Word who exposes sin, the Judge of the living and the dead.

Luke 11 is filled with “Woe to you!” declarations:

“Woe to you Pharisees!” (v. 42): For giving alms but neglecting justice and the love of
God.
“Woe to you lawyers!” (v. 46): For loading people with burdens you don’t lift a finger to
help carry.
“Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed” (v. 47):
Hypocrisy across generations.

Christ does not condemn out of hatred, but with demanding love—a love that does not
settle for mediocrity. True love doesn’t coddle the soul; it purifies it.

V. Practical Applications: Are We Also an Evil Generation?
The answer is uncomfortable: yes, we are. Because we repeat the same errors of that time.
Let’s look at some concrete examples:

1. We Demand Proof, but Do Not Seek Faith

We want to see miracles, but we don’t want to change our lives. We attend retreats, talks,
spiritual events, but remain in mortal sin, indifference, or coldness.
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2. We Want a Christ Without a Cross

Like Herod, we want Jesus to put on a “show,” to entertain us, to make us feel good. But we
don’t want Him to talk about repentance, hell, or renunciation. We want a gospel without
demands.

3. We Worship Science as the New God

Science, good in itself, has been idolized. Now it’s used to justify ethical aberrations:
abortion, euthanasia, transhumanism. This generation has displaced God to bow before
technology and pleasure.

4. Religion in Appearance, Without Conversion

Many call themselves “Catholic,” but live in contradiction: they receive Communion in mortal
sin, support ideologies contrary to the faith, and reject the Church’s moral teachings.

VI. A Pastoral Path Forward: What Should We Do?
Jesus’ denunciation is not meant to destroy, but to call us to conversion. There is still a
way. There is salvation. But we must act.

1. Return to the Sign of Jonah: the Resurrection

Believe again, with all your heart, that the risen Christ is the center of your life. Celebrate the
sacraments. Live the Eucharist. Go to confession. Let grace transform you.

2. Repent Like Nineveh

Nineveh, a pagan city, listened to Jonah and converted. Will we not do the same—we who
have Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the Church?

“The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this
generation and condemn it” (Lk 11:32).
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This is not a metaphor. It is a real warning. Converted pagans will judge us if we, with so
much light, persist in darkness.

3. Break Free from Lukewarmness

Being “a good person” is not enough. Christ did not come merely to improve morality—He
came to save us from hell and open the gates of Heaven. Living a radical, consistent
faith—without double standards—is the only worthy response to God’s love.

4. Form Yourself Spiritually

You cannot love what you do not know. Study the Catechism, read the Scriptures, draw close
to the Church Fathers, live the Tradition. This will strengthen you against the error and
confusion of our time.

VII. Hope for an Evil Generation
Even though this generation is evil, God has not abandoned it. There is still time. There are
still prophets, saints, modern martyrs, faithful souls who pray and offer reparation. You can
be one of them.

“God does not desire the death of the sinner, but that he turn from
his way and live” (cf. Ez 18:23).

The Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church and Lady of the Apocalypse, never ceases to intercede
for us. She is the ark amid the flood, the star in the dark night. Let us take refuge in her
Immaculate Heart.

Conclusion: The Hour of Decision
Jesus is still speaking. Not from a Galilean hillside, but from the tabernacle, from the Gospel,
from the voice of His Church. He still says:
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“This generation is an evil generation…”

The question is: Will you continue being part of it? Or will you join the small, faithful
remnant who do not bow the knee to the idols of this world?

The choice is yours. But remember: no sign will be given except the sign of Jonah. And
that sign is before you: Christ crucified and risen. Believe in Him. Convert. And be light in
the darkness of this generation.

“No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand…
Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is sound, your whole body is full
of light” (Lk 11:33–34).

May our eyes see. May our hearts awaken. And though this is an evil generation, may it be
transformed… by grace.


