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In the vast and mysterious landscape of the Christian faith, few concepts are as fascinating
and profound as theophanies. This term, derived from the Greek theos (God) and phainein (to
manifest), refers to the occasions when God, in His infinite majesty, chooses to reveal Himself
in a tangible and perceptible way to humanity. Throughout Sacred Scripture, these divine
manifestations not only illuminate the relationship between God and man but also offer us
keys to understanding His nature, His will, and His plan of salvation.

In a modern world that often seems distant from the transcendent, theophanies remind us
that God is not a remote or abstract being, but a loving Father who desires to communicate
with His children. This article seeks to explore the origin, history, and current meaning of
theophanies in the Bible, offering a spiritual guide that inspires us to seek and recognize
God’s presence in our lives.

The Origin of Theophanies: God Who Speaks and Acts

From the beginning of creation, God has sought to establish an intimate relationship with
humanity. The first theophany recorded in the Bible occurs in the Garden of Eden, where God
walks and speaks with Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:8). Although this passage does not describe
a visual appearance of God, it reveals His closeness and His desire for communion with man.
However, after the fall, this relationship is fractured, and theophanies become special
moments in which God intervenes to guide, correct, or comfort His people.

In the Old Testament, theophanies often take varied forms: a burning bush, a pillar of fire, a
voice in the midst of a storm, or even the appearance of the “Angel of the Lord,” which many
theologians interpret as a manifestation of the Son of God before His incarnation. These
manifestations are not mere divine spectacles but deeply pedagogical acts, intended to teach
eternal truths and prepare the people for the coming of the Messiah.

Theophanies in the Old Testament: God Reveals Himself to His People

The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:2-6)1.
One of the most emblematic accounts of theophanies is God’s appearance to Moses in
the form of a bush that burned without being consumed. In this encounter, God reveals
Himself as “I AM” (Yahweh), a name that expresses His eternity and His active presence
in history. This moment not only marks the beginning of Israel’s liberation from Egypt
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but also teaches us that God is holy and that His presence demands reverence: “Take
off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”
Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:16-20)2.
At Sinai, God manifests Himself amid thunder, lightning, and a dense cloud. This
theophany, accompanied by the giving of the Ten Commandments, underscores God’s
holiness and His desire to establish a covenant with His people. It is a reminder that,
although God is love, He is also justice and majesty.
The Angel of the Lord (Genesis 16:7-13; Judges 6:11-24)3.
On several occasions, the “Angel of the Lord” appears as a mysterious figure who
speaks and acts with the authority of God Himself. For example, to Hagar in the desert,
this angel promises blessing and protection. To Gideon, He assures victory over his
enemies. These appearances foreshadow the incarnation of Christ, who is the “ultimate
Messenger” of God.
Isaiah’s Vision in the Temple (Isaiah 6:1-8)4.
In a stunning vision, the prophet Isaiah sees the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne,
surrounded by seraphim who proclaim, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.” This
theophany not only reveals God’s holiness but also sends Isaiah to be His prophet,
showing that an encounter with God always has a missionary purpose.

Theophanies in the New Testament: Christ, the Ultimate Revelation of
God

If the Old Testament shows God revealing Himself in partial and mysterious ways, the New
Testament presents the definitive theophany: the incarnation of Jesus Christ. In Jesus, God
not only manifests Himself but becomes man, sharing our humanity to redeem it. As the
prologue of John’s Gospel says: “No one has ever seen God; the only begotten Son, who is in
the bosom of the Father, He has made Him known” (John 1:18).

The Baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:16-17)1.
At the Jordan, the Trinity is revealed in a unique way: the Son is baptized, the Spirit
descends like a dove, and the voice of the Father is heard from heaven: “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” This theophany marks the beginning of Jesus’
public ministry and shows us the unity and love within the Trinity.
The Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8)2.
On Mount Tabor, Jesus is transfigured before Peter, James, and John, revealing His
divine glory. Moses and Elijah appear beside Him, representing the Law and the
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Prophets, and the voice of the Father confirms once again: “This is my beloved Son;
listen to Him.” This event not only reveals Christ’s divinity but also anticipates His
resurrection and the future glory of God’s Kingdom.
The Resurrection (John 20:11-18)3.
After His resurrection, Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene, who initially does not
recognize Him until He calls her by name. This theophany shows us that the risen Christ
is the same Jesus of Nazareth, but transformed by the glory of the resurrection. It is a
message of hope for all believers: death has been conquered.

The Current Meaning of Theophanies: God With Us

In our current context, marked by uncertainty and the search for meaning, the biblical
theophanies offer us a powerful message: God has not abandoned His creation. Although He
may no longer manifest Himself in burning bushes or pillars of fire, He continues to reveal
Himself in profound and personal ways. Through prayer, the sacraments, the Word of God,
and the community of faith, we can experience His living and transformative presence.

The most accessible theophany for us today is the Eucharist. At every Mass, Christ becomes
truly and substantially present under the species of bread and wine. As Saint John Paul II said:
“The Eucharist is the theophany par excellence, because in it Christ gives Himself to us as
food and as companionship.”

Conclusion: Seeking God in the Everyday

The biblical theophanies invite us to be attentive to the ways God manifests Himself in our
lives. Sometimes, His presence may be as subtle as a gentle breeze (1 Kings 19:12), but it is
always there, guiding, comforting, and calling us to a deeper relationship with Him.

In a world that often distracts us with noise and superficiality, theophanies remind us that
God is still speaking. Are we willing to listen? To remove the sandals of our distractions and
recognize His presence in the sacred and the everyday? May this journey through the
theophanies of the Bible inspire us to seek God with an open heart, trusting that He always
reveals Himself to those who seek Him sincerely.

As Psalm 27:8 says: “My heart says of You, ‘Seek His face!’ Your face, Lord, I will seek.” May



Theophanies in the Bible: When God Reveals Himself to Man | 4

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 4

this be our prayer and our path.


