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St. Thomas Aquinas, known as the “Angelic Doctor,” is one of the most influential figures in
the history of Catholic theology. His extensive body of writings spans fundamental
philosophical questions to intricate theological debates. Among his lesser-known yet
historically significant texts are his reflections on Muhammad and Islam. This article delves
into the context, content, and contemporary relevance of these writings, providing a
thorough yet accessible analysis that seeks to illuminate and spiritually guide its readers.

The Historical Context of St. Thomas and Islam

St. Thomas lived in the 13th century, a time of intense contact between the Christian and
Islamic worlds. The Crusades, cultural exchanges, and territorial conflicts created a
framework of interaction where Christianity and Islam competed not only militarily but also
intellectually.

In this context, Thomas had access to Latin translations of Islamic philosophical and
theological works, primarily those of authors like Avicenna and Averroes. These influences,
along with Islam’s expansion into previously Christian territories, prompted the Angelic
Doctor to reflect on the figure of Muhammad and Islamic doctrines.

St. Thomas’ Critiques of Muhammad and Islam

In his writings, particularly in the Summa Contra Gentiles, St. Thomas addresses Islam from
an apologetic perspective, defending the Christian faith against other religions. His primary
critiques focus on three key aspects:

1. Muhammad’s Authority as a Prophet

St. Thomas questions Muhammad'’s legitimacy as a true prophet, arguing that his message is
not based on clear divine signs, such as miracles, but on military force and territorial
expansion. According to Thomas, a genuine prophet should confirm their message with
supernatural acts that unequivocally point to their divine origin.

2. The Nature of Qur’anic Revelation

The Angelic Doctor observes that the Qur'an blends elements from previous religions, such
as Judaism and Christianity, and argues that this synthesis lacks theological coherence. From
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his perspective, revelation must be consistent and reflect divine perfection, something
Thomas does not find in Islam.

3. Islamic Ethical and Legal Precepts

Thomas also critiques certain ethical and legal provisions in Islam, which he perceived in his
time as permissive on issues of sexual morality and the use of violence. He contrasts these
teachings with Christianity, which, in his view, elevates human dignity and seeks spiritual
perfection.

Theological Relevance of His Writings

Although St. Thomas’ critiques reflect his historical context, they also contain elements of
lasting value for modern interreligious dialogue and apologetics.

1. The Pursuit of Truth

Thomas emphasizes that truth does not fear dialogue and that examining the claims of other
religions with intellectual rigor is essential. This is especially relevant today in a world marked
by religious pluralism.

2. The Role of Reason and Faith

One of Thomas’ great contributions is his insistence that reason can and should serve faith.
His analyses of Islam demonstrate how he used rational arguments to defend the Christian
faith without relying solely on revelation.

3. The Unity of Humanity Under God

Although critical of Islam, Thomas does not dismiss the idea that Muslims, like all human
beings, seek God. His theology suggests that any sincere search for truth can ultimately lead
to Christ.

Meanings and Symbolisms in Muhammad’s History According to
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Thomas

Thomas interprets elements of Muhammad'’s life and Islam with theological symbolism,
which, from his perspective, underscores the necessity of true revelation in Christ:

« Islamic military expansion symbolizes, according to Thomas, the temptation to seek
earthly power instead of eternal salvation.

e The hybrid nature of the Qur’an, influenced by other religions, is seen as a symbol
of humanity’s search for the divine but without the fullness of Christ’s revelation.

* The centrality of Islamic law reflects, from Thomas' viewpoint, an inclination toward
human and practical concerns, in contrast to the spiritual fullness offered by Christian
grace.

Practical Applications for Today
The study of St. Thomas’ writings on Islam can inspire us in several ways in today’s context:
1. A Call to Respectful Dialogue

Although critical, Thomas deeply studied Islam, reminding us of the importance of knowing
and understanding other religions before passing judgments.

2. Defending the Faith in the Modern World

In a pluralistic society, Christians are called to bear witness to their faith with charity and
clarity, following St. Thomas' intellectual example.

3. The Pursuit of Truth as a Path to God

Thomas’' commitment to truth inspires us not to fear difficult questions or interreligious
dialogue, trusting that all truth ultimately comes from God.

Conclusion

The writings of St. Thomas Aquinas on Muhammad and Islam, while framed in a specific
historical context, remain a valuable source for reflecting on the relationship between
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Christianity and Islam. They challenge us to defend our faith with reason and charity, to seek
truth with humility, and to see every person, regardless of their religion, as a child of God.

In times of religious and cultural tensions, St. Thomas’ teachings can serve as a spiritual

guide, reminding us that, ultimately, our calling as Christians is to be the light of the world
and the salt of the earth.
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