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The story of Christ’s Passion is filled with visible signs that have endured through the
centuries, reaching us today as silent witnesses of His redemptive sacrifice. One of these
objects is the Sudarium of Oviedo, a lesser-known relic compared to the Shroud of Turin, yet
equally fascinating. It is a piece of cloth that, according to tradition and various studies,
covered the bloody face of Jesus after His death on the cross.

But what do we really know about this cloth? Is it authentic? What does the Church say about
it? And what does it mean for our faith today? Join me on this journey through history,
science, and spirituality as we explore one of Christianity’s most awe-inspiring relics.

What Is the Sudarium of Oviedo?
The Sudarium of Oviedo is a linen cloth measuring approximately 84 x 53 centimeters,
bearing numerous blood and biological fluid stains. Unlike the Shroud of Turin, it does not
contain an image, but it does display marks that correspond to the wounds of a man who was
crucified.

According to tradition, this cloth was used to wipe the face of Christ after His death, before
His body was wrapped in the burial shroud. In 1st-century Jewish culture, it was customary to
cover the face of the deceased with a separate cloth before burial, which would explain its
use in Jesus’ entombment.

The Sudarium is kept in the Holy Chamber of the Cathedral of Oviedo, Spain, where it has
been preserved since the 9th century. It is displayed to the public three times a year: on
Good Friday, on September 14 (Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross), and on September
21 (Feast of Saint Matthew).

The Journey of the Sudarium: From Jerusalem to
Oviedo
The historical journey of the Sudarium is as fascinating as the relic itself.

Origins in Jerusalem: According to tradition, the Sudarium was discovered by Jesus’1.
disciples in the empty tomb, along with the Shroud of Turin (John 20:7). It is believed to
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have been kept by the early Christian community in Jerusalem.
Escape to Alexandria: In the 7th century, when the Persians invaded the Holy Land,2.
Christians moved many relics to safer places. It is said that the Sudarium was taken to
Alexandria, Egypt.
From Egypt to Spain: With the Muslim invasion of North Africa, the relic was allegedly3.
taken to Spain, possibly by Christian monks seeking refuge in Cartagena, and later in
Seville.
Protection in Oviedo: In the 9th century, due to the Muslim threat on the Iberian4.
Peninsula, King Alfonso II “the Chaste” ordered the transfer of the Sudarium to Oviedo,
where it has remained ever since.

This long journey, partially documented in medieval chronicles, reinforces the idea that this
relic was considered sacred from the earliest times of Christianity.

What Does Science Say? Is the Sudarium Authentic?
The question many ask is whether the Sudarium of Oviedo could really be the cloth that
covered Christ’s face. Science has extensively studied this relic, and the findings are
astonishing.

1. Blood Analysis

Forensic studies have confirmed that the stains on the Sudarium contain human blood of type
AB—the same blood type found on the Shroud of Turin. Moreover, this blood shows signs of
hemolysis, a process that occurs when a person experiences severe trauma, such as a
crucifixion.

2. Matches with the Shroud of Turin

The marks on the Sudarium correspond to the facial wounds of the man depicted on the
Shroud of Turin. This suggests that both cloths covered the same body. Additionally,
palynological studies have identified pollen traces from plants specific to Palestine, further
confirming its origin near Jerusalem.
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3. Dating and Textile Analysis

Some researchers have attempted to date the Sudarium, although this is less controversial
than the dating of the Shroud of Turin. Carbon-14 dating has been debated, but textile
analysis indicates that its manufacture is consistent with fabrics from the 1st century in the
Middle East.

In conclusion, while there is no “definitive proof” of its authenticity, the combination of
history, archaeology, and forensic medicine strongly supports the idea that this cloth was in
contact with the body of a crucified man in the 1st century in the region of Jerusalem.

The Significance of the Sudarium for the Christian
Faith
Beyond scientific research, the Sudarium of Oviedo holds profound spiritual significance for
believers.

1. A Testimony to Christ’s Suffering

The bloodstains remind us of Jesus’ disfigured face, beaten and wounded out of love for
humanity. They invite us to meditate on His Passion and His total self-giving on the cross.

2. A Call to Conversion

The existence of this relic challenges us: How do we respond to Christ’s sacrifice? Do we live
our faith with the gratitude and commitment that He deserves?

3. A Confirmation of the Resurrection

The Sudarium, like the Shroud of Turin, points us to the mystery of the empty tomb. It does
not merely offer evidence of Christ’s suffering but also signs that point to His glorious
Resurrection.
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The Current Condition of the Sudarium and Its
Preservation
Today, the Sudarium of Oviedo is preserved with the utmost care in the Cathedral of San
Salvador. Despite the passage of time and historical upheavals, the relic remains an object of
veneration and study.

Three times a year, the faithful have the opportunity to see the Sudarium displayed in a
special case. It is a moment of great devotion, reminding us that the Christian faith is not just
an abstract belief but a reality deeply rooted in history.

Conclusion: A Gift for Our Faith
The Sudarium of Oviedo is more than just an ancient relic. It is a silent witness reminding us
of Christ’s unconditional love and the price of our redemption. While science can provide us
with fascinating clues about its authenticity, its true value lies in what it represents for our
faith: evidence of Jesus’ sacrifice and His victory over death.

When we contemplate this relic, we should not see it merely as an object from the past, but
as an invitation to live the Gospel with greater fervor, to draw closer to Christ, and to allow
ourselves to be transformed by His love.

In every drop of blood imprinted on this cloth, we hear the echo of Christ’s cry from the cross:
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46). May the Sudarium of
Oviedo help us to live with this same trust in God.


