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A spiritual journey through martyrdom, fidelity, and the courage of those who defended their
faith to the very end

t Introduction: When faith is persecuted, Heaven opens

In 1936, Spain became a proving ground for the Catholic faith. While Europe was shaken by
political and ideological tensions, the Iberian Peninsula witnessed one of the bloodiest
religious persecutions in modern history. It was not merely a clash between political factions;
it was a direct assault on Christ and His Church.

The Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), which erupted after the fall of the Second Republic and
the rise to power of the Popular Front, unleashed a wave of hatred against everything that
represented the Catholic faith: churches burned, sacred images desecrated, priests, religious,
and laypeople murdered simply for carrying a cross or living according to the Gospel.

Pope Pius XI, horrified by the magnitude of the crimes, did not hesitate to declare the conflict
a true Crusade. And rightly so: it was a time when thousands of Christians chose fidelity to
the Gospel over their very lives. What can we learn from this time of trial today? What does
this dark yet luminous chapter of Spanish history say to us in the 21st century?

[] Historical Context: Beyond politics, a spiritual hatred

Let it be said clearly: this article is not political. It does not take sides between left or
right. We speak here from a theological and spiritual perspective on a reality that marked the
history of Catholicism.

After the proclamation of the Second Republic in 1931, deeply anti-clerical reforms began:

* Religious orders like the Society of Jesus were suppressed.
e Education was secularized.
» Waves of convent and church burnings broke out.

But it was in 1936, when the Popular Front rose to power, that this hostility became a
systematic persecution. The Church was not collateral damage. It was the main target.
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[] Martyrdom: Numbers that cry out to Heaven
The statistics are staggering:

e Over 7,000 priests, monks, and nuns were murdered.

* Hundreds of churches destroyed or desecrated.

* Lay faithful, including children, were executed simply for attending Mass or wearing a
medal of the Virgin Mary.

All of this happened outside the battlefields. These were not military casualties; they were
deliberate killings for religious reasons.

“You will be hated by all because of My name. But the one who perseveres to the
end will be saved.”
(Mark 13:13)

[] The Church Responds: Declaring a Crusade

Faced with such barbarity, Pope Pius XIl, in several addresses between 1936 and 1939,
acknowledged the spiritual nature of the conflict. In his speech of September 14, 1936, he
declared:

“We find ourselves before a true and sorrowful Crusade for the
freedom of the Church and of Christian conscience.”

Furthermore, the Holy See granted indulgences to those defending the faith—not in the name
of any ideology, but as Christians fighting for religious freedom. In 1937, the encyclical
Divini Redemptoris, condemning atheistic communism, cited Spain as a dire example of its
devastating consequences.
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[] Theological Relevance: Why was the Crusade necessary?
1. Martyrdom: The supreme testimony of love for Christ

Martyrdom is not a tragedy, but a mystery. In Christian tradition, the martyr is the one who
bears witness (“martyr” in Greek) to the faith to the extreme.

“Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.”
(Matthew 10:28)

Those who died in Spain in 1936 simply for being Catholic are now eternal witnesses of
faithful love for God. Many have already been beatified and canonized, such as the
martyrs of Barbastro, the Carmelite friars of Toledo, or the nuns murdered in Valencia.

2. The Church as the persecuted Body of Christ

Every time the Church suffers, Christ suffers within her. This mystical truth teaches us not
to judge history merely with human eyes, but spiritual ones: persecution of the Church is a
participation in the Passion of Christ.

[ Practical Applications: What can we learn today?

Many may see this as a distant episode. But the spirit that fueled that persecution is
still alive: hatred for truth, the sacred, the family, life, and God.

0 1. Value religious freedom

In times when professing faith becomes uncomfortable or even “cancelable,” the blood of the
martyrs of 1936 teaches us that faith is worth more than reputation or comfort.

t 2. Wear the signs of faith with pride

Many were killed for carrying a rosary. Today, we are not executed, but many hide their faith
out of fear. The example of the martyrs challenges us: are we willing to show our faith
publicly?
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[0 3. Strengthen your spiritual life

Persecution does not begin with weapons but with the cooling of faith. Every time we stop
praying, attending Mass, or living the Gospel with integrity, we take a step toward
lukewarmness, the breeding ground of great apostasies.

[ 4. Pray for those who persecute us

Martyrs do not hate. Their blood is a seed of reconciliation. If they died forgiving, we must
learn to forgive and pray for the conversion of those who attack the Church today.

[] Spiritual Guide: Living the Faith with Courage

1. Daily Consecration Prayer: Dedicate each day to the Lord and ask Him for the strength
to be faithful, even in the smallest things.

2. Rosary for the Martyrs: Pray a weekly Rosary for the martyrs of the Spanish Crusade.
May their blood water our lukewarmness.

3. Spiritual Reading: Study the lives of contemporary martyrs. Reading biographies like
those of Saint Pedro Poveda, Saint Maria del Carmen of the Child Jesus, or the Martyrs of
Almeria will inspire your daily life.

4. Active Parish Life: Strengthen your community of faith. The Church is a living body: it
needs your talents, your presence, and your commitment.

5. Frequent Confession and Eucharist: The Christian’s weapons are not human but
spiritual. Grace is our shield.

[] Conclusion: Spain, land of blood and glory

The Spanish Crusade was not just another conflict. It was a dark chapter that revealed the
power of luminous faith. A persecuted Church, yet undefeated. A divided people, yet with
saints who shone amid hatred.

Today, as indifference, secularism, and relativism become more “sophisticated” than
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weapons, history cries out:
Awake, Church! Live your faith with courage!

The blood of the Spanish martyrs of 1936 was not shed in vain. It was seed. It was testimony.
It was Crusade.

“I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the
word of God and for the testimony they had given.”
(Revelation 6:9)

Are you ready to live your own interior crusade today?
Are you willing to bear withess—not with weapons, but with your life?
History does not repeat itself... it becomes a calling. And today, that call is for you.
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