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The family is the natural setting where the most valuable gift is passed down: faith. Within
this structure, grandparents hold a place of particular importance. In the Catholic tradition,
grandparents are not merely affectionate figures offering love and care; they are a living link
to the past, bearers of wisdom, and witnesses to the faith that has been handed down
through generations. In a rapidly changing world, grandparents play a crucial role in the
spiritual education of their grandchildren, providing a connection to the deep roots of Catholic
faith.

The role of grandparents in transmitting faith is not just cultural or social, but deeply
theological. They embody a wisdom accumulated over time, not only through the years lived
but also through their experience with God. In a context where many families struggle to
maintain religious practice, grandparents become a reference point that can provide stability
and spiritual continuity.

History and Biblical Context

The role of elders as transmitters of faith has deep roots in Scripture. In the Old Testament,
respect and reverence for elders are recurring themes. In the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses
urges the older generations to teach God’'s commandments to the younger ones: “Make them
known to your children and to your grandchildren” (Deuteronomy 4:9). This command
underscores the intergenerational responsibility in passing down faith and divine values.
Faith was not seen as a personal and isolated experience, but as a legacy to be preserved
and shared.

In the New Testament, although the role of grandparents is not explicitly mentioned, there
are clear examples of how older generations play a crucial role in the spiritual upbringing of
the younger ones. A notable example is found in St. Paul’'s second letter to Timothy, where he
recalls the faith handed down to this young disciple by his grandmother Lois and his mother
Eunice: “I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in
your mother Eunice and, | am persuaded, now lives in you also” (2 Timothy 1:5). This
passage reflects how faith is transmitted not only from parents to children but also through
grandparents.

This spiritual legacy is something that goes beyond simply teaching prayers or doctrines.
Faith is transmitted through the witness of life, in how grandparents have lived their
relationship with God, how they have overcome difficulties, and how they have found comfort
and hope in their faith. It is this lived experience that grandparents can share with their
grandchildren, providing them with a tangible example of what it means to follow Christ.
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Theological Relevance

Theologically, the role of grandparents in the transmission of faith relates to the doctrine of
the Communion of Saints. This doctrine teaches that all believers, both living and deceased,
are united in one mystical body in Christ. Grandparents, in transmitting faith, act as bridges
between generations, linking the past with the present and the future within this communion
of believers. This act of transmission is more than an educational task; it is an act of love that
strengthens the unity of the Body of Christ through time.

Grandparents also have a special role in family catechesis. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church emphasizes that the family is the “domestic church,” where parents, and in this case,
grandparents, are the first educators of faith (CCC 2223). In passing down the teachings of
the Church, grandparents not only offer knowledge about the faith but also help shape the
consciences and hearts of their grandchildren, guiding them to become disciples of Christ.

It is interesting to note how the theology of time plays an important role in the transmission
of faith. Grandparents, by their experience and age, have a unique perspective on time.
While younger people often live in the immediacy of the present, grandparents, having lived
more years, see life from a broader perspective, better understanding God's providence. This
sense of patience, of knowing how to wait for God’s timing, is something they can pass on to
younger generations, helping them to trust in God’s plan even in times of uncertainty.

Practical Applications

The role of grandparents in the transmission of faith is not simply theoretical or abstract. In
daily life, there are numerous concrete ways in which grandparents can be witnesses of faith
and spiritual guides for their grandchildren. Below are some practical ways in which
grandparents can fulfill this vital role:

1. Family Prayer

One of the simplest yet most powerful ways grandparents can transmit the faith is by praying
with and for their grandchildren. Teaching them traditional prayers, such as the Our Father or
the Rosary, not only provides them with a way to communicate with God but also gives them
a sense of continuity with the Church’s tradition. Grandparents can be an example of
constant devotion, showing their grandchildren the importance of dedicating time to daily
prayer.

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 2



@ The Role of Grandparents in the Transmission of Faith: A Family
Treasure | 3

2. Witness of Life

Beyond words, grandparents transmit faith through their example. How they live their lives,
how they face difficulties, and how they show gratitude for blessings are lessons their
grandchildren naturally absorb. Grandparents who live their faith coherently, trusting in God
and seeking His will, are a powerful influence on the spiritual life of their grandchildren.

3. Sharing Family Stories of Faith

Telling family stories, especially those that reflect moments when faith was important, is
another way grandparents can transmit spiritual values. These stories not only connect
grandchildren to their roots but also show them how God has acted in the life of their family,
giving them hope and strength in their own journey of faith.

4. Celebrating Liturgy and Sacraments Together

Grandparents can accompany their grandchildren to Sunday Mass or Confession, explaining
the importance of these sacraments in Christian life. Celebrating liturgical feasts together,
such as Christmas or Easter, can be a deeply formative experience for children and young
people, especially if grandparents help them understand the spiritual meaning of these
celebrations.

5. Being a Support in Difficult Times

Grandparents, due to their life experience, can offer comfort and wisdom in times of family
crisis. When parents are overwhelmed or when children are going through difficult situations,
grandparents can be a calming presence, offering a deeper perspective based on their trust
in God. In these moments, grandparents have the opportunity to remind their grandchildren
that faith is a source of strength in times of trouble.

Contemporary Reflection

Today, the transmission of faith faces numerous challenges. In an increasingly secularized
world, where technological distractions and family tensions are common, it can be difficult for
parents and even grandparents to keep religious practice alive in the home. However, this
very situation makes the role of grandparents even more crucial.

In many cases, grandparents may be the only ones offering a continuous witness of faith in
the lives of children. Even in families where the parents are distant from the Church,
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grandparents can be the bridge that maintains a living connection with spirituality.
Grandparents have a unique opportunity to positively influence their grandchildren, not
through imposition, but through their example of life, unconditional love, and ability to listen
and accompany.

Moreover, in a world where aging is sometimes seen negatively, grandparents have the
opportunity to show the value and dignity of old age. Pope Francis has frequently spoken
about the importance of the elderly in the Church, reminding us that their experience and
wisdom are treasures that should not be despised but valued and shared.

Conclusion

The role of grandparents in the transmission of faith is a family treasure of incalculable worth.
Throughout history, from biblical times to the present, grandparents have been a
fundamental pillar in the spiritual education of younger generations. Their witness of faith,
patience, love, and hope is a source of inspiration and guidance in a world that desperately
needs solid spiritual role models.

We invite all grandparents to embrace this role with joy and responsibility, knowing that their
legacy is not only earthly but eternal. The faith they pass on to their grandchildren is a seed
that can bear abundant fruit in the hearts of future generations. May God bless all
grandparents, and may their example continue to be a light that guides families on the path
of faith.
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