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The figure of the Virgin Mary holds a central place in Catholic faith. As the Mother of God,
model of holiness, and mediator, her life and transition to Heaven are subjects of deep
veneration. One of the most fascinating and lesser-known aspects for many is the mystery of
the Dormition of Mary, which delves into the Church’s understanding of the end of her earthly
life. This event, especially celebrated in Eastern traditions, is rich in symbolism and
theological depth, offering essential teachings for Christians of all times.

What Is the ‘Dormition of Mary’?

The term Dormition comes from the Latin dormitio, meaning “sleep.” This concept describes
the Virgin Mary’s transition to Heaven, not as an ordinary death, but as a “sleep” from which
she was taken directly into heavenly glory. According to tradition, after her Dormition, Mary
was assumed into Heaven, body and soul, a dogma solemnly proclaimed by Pope Pius XII in
1950 as the Assumption.

While the Dormition focuses on the moment of her passing, the Assumption emphasizes her
complete glorification in Heaven. Although Scripture does not narrate this event directly, the
Church’s teachings are based on Apostolic Tradition and the writings of the Church Fathers.

History and Roots of the Mystery of the Dormition

The account of the Dormition has its origins in the early centuries of Christianity. While it
does not appear in the New Testament, apocryphal texts such as the Transitus Mariae
provide narratives rich in symbolic details. According to these traditions, the Virgin, knowing
her time was near, gathered the Apostles, who were miraculously transported to her side,
except for Thomas—just as in the story of Christ’s resurrection.

Mary is said to have passed away surrounded by the Apostles, but her body did not
experience corruption. When Thomas arrived later and requested to see the tomb, it was
found empty, confirming her bodily assumption into Heaven.

This account was solidified in the liturgy of the Eastern Church, which celebrates the
Dormition on August 15, a feast day shared with the Assumption in the Catholic calendar.

Theological Significance of the Dormition

The Dormition and Assumption of Mary are a promise and a sign for all humanity. Through
them, the Church proclaims fundamental truths of the faith:
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Victory Over Death: The incorruptibility of Mary’s body is a sign of Christ’s ultimate1.
victory over death. She participates ahead of time in what all the redeemed hope for:
the resurrection of the body and eternal life.
Mary as a Firstfruit of Heaven: As the Mother of the Redeemer and the perfect2.
model of discipleship, Mary is the first to fully experience Christ’s promises. Her
Assumption is a foretaste of the redemption God offers to all.
The Dignity of the Human Body: In a world where the body is often either despised3.
or idolized, Mary reminds us that the body is sacred. Her glorious assumption proclaims
the unity of body and soul in God’s salvific plan.

Symbolism in the Dormition

The narrative of the Dormition is steeped in spiritual symbolism, enriching our understanding
of the mystery:

The Apostles Gathered: They represent the universality of the Church and its mission
to proclaim the Gospel, united around Mary as the Mother of all Christians.
Mary’s ‘Sleep’: This symbolizes death as a passage to eternal life, softened by grace.
Preserved from original sin, Mary experiences death without the suffering caused by sin.
The Empty Tomb: An echo of Christ’s empty tomb, it confirms Mary’s glorification in
body and soul.
The Presence of Thomas: In many traditions, Thomas represents humanity’s doubt,
which, through signs and testimony, leads to faith.

Practical Applications for Christian Life

The mystery of the Dormition and Assumption of Mary is not just a theological teaching but
also a source of spiritual inspiration with practical implications:

Trust in Eternal Life: Mary reminds us that death is not the end but the threshold to1.
God’s glory. This invites us to live with hope and prepare our souls for eternal life.
Marian Devotion: The Dormition encourages us to draw closer to Mary as an2.
intercessor and guide on our journey of faith. Praying to her deepens our relationship
with Christ.
Value of the Human Body: This mystery calls us to respect and care for our bodies as3.
temples of the Holy Spirit, while yearning for their glorification in the resurrection.
Unity in the Church: The image of the Apostles gathered together calls us to ecclesial4.
communion, overcoming divisions and working together in the mission of
evangelization.



The Mystery of the ‘Dormition’: What Does the Church Teach About
Mary’s Death? | 3

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 3

Relevance in Today’s World

In a world marked by uncertainty and fear of death, the message of Mary’s Dormition and
Assumption offers a deeply consoling perspective. It reminds us that, in Christ, death has
been defeated and the glory of Heaven awaits us. Additionally, in a society struggling to find
meaning and dignity, Mary’s example shows us that human value is rooted in our relationship
with God.

Conclusion

The mystery of Mary’s Dormition is a tangible reminder of God’s promises to humanity. In
her, we see the perfect fulfillment of redemption and the hope that awaits us. May this
mystery inspire us to live with faith, hope, and love, knowing that our Heavenly Mother
guides us toward eternal glory. Like Mary, let us trust in God’s will and always seek to walk
toward Him.


