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In Luke 10:25-37, Jesus presents us with one of the most well-known and challenging
parables in all of Scripture: the Good Samaritan. This passage, brief yet profound, holds a
teaching that resonates across centuries, inviting us to question our priorities, break down
barriers, and extend God'’s love to everyone without exception.

This article aims to explore the context, theological richness, and practical applications of this
parable in our daily lives. Though it was told over two thousand years ago, its message
remains revolutionary in a world grappling with indifference and division.

The Context of the Parable

The story begins with a teacher of the Law testing Jesus by asking, “What must I do to inherit
eternal life?” (Lk 10:25). Instead of answering directly, Jesus replies with a question: “What is
written in the Law?” The teacher responds correctly, quoting the commandments to love God
and neighbor. But seeking to justify himself, he adds a critical question: “And who is my
neighbor?”

This question sets the stage for Jesus to tell the parable, challenging exclusivist ideas about
who deserves our love and compassion.

The Story: Love in Action

Jesus recounts that a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho is attacked by robbers, who
leave him half-dead. Three people pass by: a priest, a Levite, and a Samaritan. The first two,
representatives of the official Jewish religion, see the man but walk away. In contrast, the
Samaritan, considered a heretic and enemy of the Jewish people, stops, helps him, and not
only provides immediate care but ensures his recovery by taking him to an inn and paying for
his needs.

When the story concludes, Jesus asks: “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to

the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The teacher of the Law answers correctly: “The
one who showed mercy on him.” Jesus then says: “Go and do likewise” (Lk 10:37).

Theological Relevance

The parable of the Good Samaritan is more than a simple lesson in kindness. It challenges
cultural, religious, and social categories we use to define who deserves our love.
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1. Love as the Essence of the Law
Jesus places love for one’s neighbor at the core of Christian life. In this parable, the
neighbor is not defined by ethnic, national, or religious proximity but by need and
compassion. This message aligns with the teachings of the Gospel, where Jesus breaks
down barriers between Jews, Samaritans, Romans, and Gentiles.

2. True Mercy
The Samaritan doesn’t merely feel compassion; he acts. His love is not abstract but
practical, sacrificial, and tangible. He stops, invests time, money, and effort to care for a
complete stranger. This reflects God'’s love, which is not confined to words but
incarnates in Christ and is poured out on the Cross.

3. A Call to Universality
The Samaritan represents the ethics of God’s Kingdom, transcending human
boundaries. He invites us to look beyond political, racial, social, or religious divisions
and treat everyone as brothers and sisters in Christ.

Practical Applications: Being Good Samaritans Today

The parable of the Good Samaritan is not merely a story to admire but a command to live by.
In a world marked by polarization, indifference, and selfishness, Jesus’ teachings are more
urgent than ever.

1. Breaking Barriers and Prejudices

Jesus challenges us to examine our own biases. Who are the “others” in our lives? They could
be people who think differently, belong to another religion, or are marginalized by society.
Christian love knows no boundaries because it reflects God’s infinite love.

2. Practical Love, Not Just Emotional
Love is not just a feeling but a decision translated into concrete actions. This could mean:

» Offering your time to help a neighbor in need.
e Listening without judgment to someone struggling emotionally.
» Donating resources to causes that support the vulnerable.

3. Commitment to Social Justice

Being a Good Samaritan isn’t only about acting in emergencies but also working to transform
structures that cause suffering. This involves advocating for the rights of the marginalized,
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combating poverty, and defending human dignity.
4. Living Love in the Everyday

Sometimes, our “Jerichos” are the places where we live or work. Loving our neighbor might
mean being patient with a difficult colleague, reconciling with a family member, or simply
paying attention to those who are often overlooked.

The Good Samaritan in Today’s Context

In a globalized world, the parable takes on new meaning. The “wounded on the road” are
migrants fleeing war, victims of extreme poverty, or even those struggling with loneliness
and despair. Jesus calls us to be modern-day Samaritans, using our social networks,
resources, and voices to promote the common good.

Likewise, Pope Francis, in his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, reminds us that this parable is a model
for building a culture of encounter: “The Good Samaritan shows that the neighbor is anyone
in need, regardless of their origin or situation.”

A Call to Action

The parable of the Good Samaritan is not just a lesson to hear but a command to act. As
followers of Christ, we are called to be lights in the darkness, extending the Master’s hands to
those who suffer.

Today, more than ever, we can ask ourselves: Who needs my compassion? Where are the
wounded on my path? And above all, how can | live out God’s radical love in my daily life?

May this story inspire us to live as true disciples, breaking barriers and building a more just
and compassionate world. Go and do likewise.
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