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“And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven
and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.” (Matthew 28:2)

These words from the Gospel of St. Matthew contain one of the deepest and least-discussed
mysteries of Christ’s Resurrection: the earthquake that shook the earth at the precise
moment Jesus emerged from the tomb. This was no mere natural phenomenon—it was a
cosmic sign, creation itself roaring at the definitive triumph of Life over death.

In this article, we will explore:

The hidden meaning of the earthquake at the Resurrection.1.
Did it happen before or after Christ rose? (A fascinating theological debate).2.
The symbolism of the angel rolling back the stone: Was it really to let Jesus3.
out?
The message for today: Why does the modern world need to remember this4.
spiritual earthquake?

I. The Great Earthquake: Cosmic Sign or Historical
Event?
Matthew’s Gospel is the only one that explicitly mentions this quake. But why? Church
Fathers like St. Jerome and St. Augustine saw in this phenomenon a deliberate act of God
to manifest His glory. It was not a random tremor but creation’s response to the passing of
its Creator.

What does geology say? Interestingly, historical records and scientific studies confirm
seismic activity in Jerusalem during the 1st century. But for faith, this is no mere
coincidence—it is confirmation that the entire universe recognized the moment
death was conquered.

II. The Exact Moment: When Did Jesus Rise?
Here arises a thrilling theological debate:
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Did Christ rise before the earthquake? Some Church Fathers suggest Jesus had
already risen when the angel rolled back the stone, since a glorified body needs no
doors to exit (as He later demonstrated when appearing to the disciples in the Upper
Room).
Or was the earthquake part of the Resurrection itself? Other theologians see the
quake as heaven’s “battle cry” announcing victory.

The key lies in the original Greek text: Matthew uses the word “seismos” (σεισμός), the
same term describing the earthquake at Jesus’ death (Matthew 27:51-54). This is no
accident—God marks with earthquakes the two pivotal moments of Redemption:
the death that saves us and the Resurrection that gives us eternal life.

III. The Angel and the Stone: A Powerful Symbol
Many believe the angel moved the stone to let Jesus out. But traditional theology reveals
something deeper: Christ had already risen! The stone was rolled away not to let Him
out, but to let the disciples in—to show them the tomb was empty.

The angel sitting on the stone (Matthew 28:2) is a striking image: it symbolizes heaven’s
dominion over death. No more barriers—the tomb has been conquered.

IV. The Message for Today: Do We Live in a World That
Forgets the Resurrection Earthquake?
Today, humanity is drowning in crises: wars, despair, secularism… We must remember
that there was an earthquake that changed everything.

The earthquake was a warning to the powers of hell: Their reign was over.
It was an announcement to humanity: Death does not have the final word.
It is a call to awaken today: Just as the quake stunned the guards (Matthew
28:4), God still shakes the world to rouse it from indifference.



The Earthquake at the Resurrection: Heaven’s Roar Announcing the
Defeat of Death | 3

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 3

Conclusion: An Earthquake That Still Echoes Today
The Resurrection was not a silent event. It was a spiritual cataclysm that shook the
universe. Every Easter, the Church does not merely celebrate a memory—she proclaims a
permanent earthquake of grace, still rolling away stones of sin and despair.

Do we feel it today? Or have we let the noise of the world drown out that divine thunder?

“Christ is risen, and the tomb no longer holds anyone. Awake, O sleeper, and Christ will
enlighten you!” (Byzantine Paschal Liturgy).

The earthquake of the Resurrection still trembles. Are you ready to feel it?

� Want to go deeper? We recommend:

“The Resurrection of the Son of God” by N.T. Wright (a historical-theological study).
“Commentary on the Gospel of St. Matthew” by St. John Chrysostom.
“The Paschal Mystery” by Louis Bouyer.

� Share if you believe the world needs this message! #ResurrectionEarthquake
#ChristIsAlive


