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A theological and spiritual guide for our time

Introduction: When walls fall and heaven speaks

In the pages of Sacred Scripture, we find stories that may initially seem like historical
narratives with epic overtones. But for the believer seeking to go deeper into the Word of
God, these stories are more than ancient memories: they are signs, warnings, and living
teachings that cross centuries and speak directly to us today.

Jericho and Babylon are two names that resonate powerfully in biblical memory. Both cities
were the stage of great divine judgments. Both fell not by human strength, but by the direct
intervention of God. And both speak to us clearly—both theologically and spiritually—about
the way God judges, saves, and renews.

What do these two cities have in common? What do they reveal to us about God’s
judgment? And how can we live this teaching in our own time, marked by walls of
indifference and towers of pride?

This article aims to be a spiritual compass that connects the past with the present, so we can
look to the future with hope.

l. Jericho: The Judgment that Opens the Promised Land

The Story: A city closed off and a people on the move

The Book of Joshua presents Jericho as the first great barrier that the people of Israel
encounter after crossing the Jordan on their way to the Promised Land. Jericho was tightly
shut up, with thick walls and a spirit of defiance against God’s plan.

“Then the Lord said to Joshua, ‘See, I have delivered Jericho into
your hands, along with its king and its fighting men’” (Joshua 6:2).

For seven days, the Israelites marched around the city—not with catapults, but with trumpets
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and prayer. And on the seventh day, after seven circuits, the walls fell.
Theological Significance: Faith that topples strongholds

The fall of Jericho was not a military strategy but a lesson in obedience and faith. The
people did not attack until God commanded. They did not rely on their strength but on His
Word. Jericho represents all those structures in the world that oppose God’s plan, and
which fall only when the people are faithful.

St. Paul interprets it this way:

“By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched
around them for seven days” (Hebrews 11:30).

Il. Babylon: The Judgment Against the Pride of Nations

The Story: A city of gold and abomination

In the Book of Revelation, Babylon is portrayed as the great harlot, symbolizing corrupt
power, excessive luxury, and contempt for God. Her fall is not just a political event but an
eschatological judgment: a punishment on a civilization that rises up against its Creator.

“Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has become a dwelling for
demons...” (Revelation 18:2).

Her destruction is sudden, with no defense possible. The world weeps for her loss, but heaven
rejoices because justice has been done.

Theological Significance: Judgment as an act of justice and liberation

Babylon is the antithesis of the Kingdom of God. It represents the worldly system that
exploits, corrupts, and manipulates. Her fall is not just punishment, but purification. It
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marks the end of oppression for the just and the beginning of a new heaven and a new earth.

lll. Two Cities, One Same God

Though Jericho and Babylon belong to different contexts, they share a common structure:
both were cities closed off to God’s plan, and both were judged by the same just and
merciful God.

What They Teach Us:

1. God’s judgment is real, but not arbitrary.
In Jericho, God prepares His people to enter the promise. In Babylon, He cleanses the
earth to establish the eternal Kingdom. In both cases, judgment is an act of love: God
does not destroy out of whim, but to save.

2. Obedience is the key that opens the Promised Land.
Jericho fell because of the faith of a people united in prayer. When we obey God, the
walls in our lives can fall too.

3. Pride and idolatry have consequences.
Babylon fell for enthroning money, pleasure, and power. Today, as our societies build
new towers of Babel, the warning remains as relevant as ever.

IV. Applications for Today: Where Are Our Jerichos and
Babylons?

1. In the Heart of the Believer

Many of us carry a Jericho within: walls of unbelief, unhealed wounds, habits that distance us
from God. And at times, we feed a small Babylon: self-sufficiency, vanity, spiritual
consumerism.

Which city lives within you? Which one must fall so that God may fully reign?

2. In the Church and the World

The Church, the Bride of Christ, is going through difficult times. There are walls that divide us,
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and Babylons that seduce even the consecrated. The call is clear: to obey like Joshua, and
to resist like the saints of Revelation.

3. In Our Families

The walls of silence, pride, and lack of prayer can destroy homes. But there can also be small
Babylons: modern idolatries that replace true love with fleeting pleasures.

What are we teaching our children—to circle Jericho with rosaries, or to build
digital Babylons?

V. Theological and Pastoral Guide: How to Discern and Act

1. Spiritual Discernment: Identifying the Cities
Make a deep examination of conscience. Ask yourself:

» What walls are preventing God from acting in my life?
» What aspects of my life are built on pride or worldly attachment?

2. Prayerful Reading of Scripture
The faith that topples walls is nourished by the Word. Read and meditate on:

* Joshua 6: the obedience of the people.
» Revelation 17-18: the fall of Babylon.
e Hebrews 11: testimony of faith.

Let the Bible be your spiritual trumpet.
3. Frequent Confession

Confession is the inner earthquake that brings down the walls of Jericho and dissolves the
Babylon within the soul. Don’t wait for the final judgment to be purified: go to the tribunal
of mercy.
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4. Eucharistic Life

The fall of false cities opens the way to the City of God, the heavenly Jerusalem. Each Mass
is a foretaste of that City. Receive communion with faith and humility, knowing that in that
Bread lies the strength to resist any Babylon.

5. Community and Personal Prayer

As in Jericho, the people must pray in unity. Let us restore the family Rosary, vigils, and
Eucharistic adoration. And personally, dedicate time each day for silent prayer to hear the
voice of God.

Conclusion: Toward the New Jerusalem

The story does not end with Jericho or Babylon. Revelation presents us with a third city, the
true and final one: the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven, adorned like a bride for
her husband (cf. Rev 21:2).

God’s judgment is not the end but the beginning of something new. If the cities of sin fall, it is
so that the City of Love may rise. If God judges, it is because He wants to reign.

Today, in a world that often seems like Jericho—closed to God—or like Babylon—intoxicated
with power—we are called to be heralds of the New Jerusalem. Let our lives bear witness
that yes, God judges... but always to save.

“He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything
new!”” (Revelation 21:5).

Let our walls fall, let our pride burn, let Christ reign.
Amen.
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