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On August 15, the entire Church dresses in celebration to honor one of the most luminous
mysteries of our faith: the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On this solemnity, we
joyfully proclaim that Mary, at the end of her earthly life, was taken up body and soul into the
glory of heaven. This truth, which shines like a jewel in the crown of the Catholic faith, is not
merely an abstract dogma but a living source of hope for all of us.

1. A Dogma Born from the Living Faith of the Church

Belief in the Assumption is not a recent invention. From the earliest centuries, Christian
tradition venerated the passing of Mary as a glorious mystery. Although Scripture does not
explicitly narrate the moment of her Assumption, we find in the Bible the seeds of this truth.
The psalmist proclaims:

“At your right hand stands the queen, adorned with gold from
Ophir” (Ps 45:10).

The image of the Queen beside the King’s throne anticipates Mary’s glorification, inseparable
from her Son’s victory. Likewise, in the Book of Revelation, John beholds “a woman clothed
with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head” (Rev
12:1), a symbol that tradition has recognized as a reference to the glorious Mother.

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII solemnly defined the dogma in the apostolic
constitution Munificentissimus Deus:

“The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having
completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and
soul into heavenly glory.”

With this act, the Pope did not create a new belief but confirmed with authority what the
faithful had professed for centuries.
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2. Theological Significance: Mary, Sign of Our Hope

The Assumption is not an isolated privilege. Mary uniquely shares in Christ’s victory over sin
and death. As the Mother of the Redeemer, preserved from original sin from the moment of
her conception, she could not be subjected to the corruption of the tomb.

In the Assumption, what we Christians hope for is fulfilled in Mary: the resurrection and
glorification of our own bodies. Saint Paul reminds us:

“When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and
the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will
come true: Death has been swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor 15:54).

Mary is the anticipation of that promise. In her, we see realized what we await on the last
day.

3. Pastoral Dimension: Mary, Model of Faith and Surrender

The Assumption is not only a mystery to admire; it is an invitation to live as she lived.
Mary reached glory because, on earth, she remained faithful to God in everything:

She listened to the Word and kept it in her heart.
She accepted God’s will even in the darkness of the cross.
She lived for others, from her service to Elizabeth to her care for the apostles at
Pentecost.

In a world that exalts immediate success, power, and pleasure, Mary reminds us that true
triumph is found in humility, purity, and fidelity to God.
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4. Practical Applications for Daily Life

Celebrating the Assumption should not be limited to attending Mass on August 15. We can
make this mystery a guiding light for our daily lives:

Live with your gaze fixed on heaven1.
The Christian life is not about merely “getting by” on earth; we have an eternal destiny.
Every day is an opportunity to prepare our hearts for glory.
Care for the purity of both soul and body2.
Just as Mary was taken wholly into heaven, we too are called to honor our bodies as
temples of the Holy Spirit.
Say “yes” to God in the small and the great3.
Mary’s glory is the fruit of her docility. Every act of obedience and every sacrifice made
for love of God are seeds of eternity.
Turn to Mary as Mother and Queen4.
She is not distant from us because she is in heaven; on the contrary, from there she
constantly intercedes for her children.

5. The Assumption and Today’s World

In times marked by materialism and hopelessness, the Assumption is a countercultural
message: life does not end in the grave. Death does not have the last word. The human
body is not a disposable object but part of our eternal identity.

In Mary, we see that faith is worth it, that God keeps His promises, and that love conquers sin
and death. Her Assumption is like a beam of light piercing through the fog of our age,
reminding us that heaven is real, and that a Mother awaits us there.

6. Conclusion: Living as One Who Knows Where They Are Going

August 15 is not only a day to look upward and admire Mary’s glory. It is a day to look inward
and ask ourselves: Am I living as someone who is on their way to the Father’s house?

The Assumption calls us to live with active hope. Hope that prays, loves, and sacrifices.
Hope that does not resign itself to injustice nor freeze in the face of trials. Because if Mary is
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in heaven, then we too, united to Christ, can be there.

May each August 15 be a renewal of our commitment to follow Christ with the same faith
and surrender with which His Mother followed Him. And when our hour comes, may we also
hear the One who exalted Mary say to us:

“Well done, good and faithful servant… enter into the joy of your
Lord” (Mt 25:23).


