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Introduction: The Church’s Most Critical Hour in the 20th Century

On October 9, 1958, after the death of Pope Pius XII—a giant of orthodoxy and the last pontiff
before Vatican II—the Catholic Church plunged into a historic crossroads. The ensuing
conclave would not only define the successor of Peter but would also be surrounded by
anomalies, political pressures, and rumors of hidden interference that still spark debate
today.

Was the white smoke that turned black truly a “technical error”? Why did secular
governments threaten to veto conservative candidates? And what role did Masonic lodges,
already condemned by the Church, play? This article will not only reveal the facts but analyze
their theological impact and why this conclave remains key to understanding the current
ecclesiastical crisis.

I. Historical Context: The Church Under Siege

A. The Pontificate of Pius XII: Between War and Cold War

Pius XII led the Church in a tumultuous era:

Defense against communism and modernism: Condemned in encyclicals
like Humani Generis (1950).
Tensions with secularized governments: France, under the Law of Separation of
Church and State (1905), pressured for a “less Roman” pope.
Seeds of progressivism: Theologians like Teilhard de Chardin (silenced by Pius XII)
gained influence in ecclesiastical circles.

B. The Two Factions in the Conclave

The 51 cardinal electors were divided into:

Conservatives: Led by Giuseppe Siri (staunch traditionalist) and Alfredo Ottaviani,1.
they favored doctrinal continuity.
Reformists: With Angelo Roncalli (future John XXIII) at the helm, they sought an2.
“aggiornamento” (updating).

External pressures: Declassified documents confirm that the CIA and European
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governments monitored the conclave, fearing a pope “too anti-communist.” France even
threatened to veto Siri.

II. The Conclave: The Smoke That Shook the World

A. October 26: The Day of White Smoke… or Was It?

First smoke: At 11:52 AM, unmistakable white smoke emerged from the Sistine
Chapel, accompanied by the ringing of St. Peter’s bells. The crowd in St. Peter’s Square
erupted in joy.
Minutes later: The smoke darkened, turning black. Cardinal Canali announced: “No
pope has been elected.”

Conflicting explanations:

Official version: Damp fuel produced gray smoke that “looked white.”
Key witnesses: Journalist Luigi Barzini (Corriere della Sera) wrote: “It was white as
snow—no visual error.”
Alternative theories:

Election and resignation: Cardinals may have elected Siri but reversed under
pressure.
Masonic interference: Researcher Monsignor Luigi Villa claimed cardinals linked
to lodges (despite excommunication Latae Sententiae) manipulated votes.

B. The Final Election: Why Roncalli?

After 11 ballots over four days, Angelo Roncalli was elected John XXIII on October 28,
presented as an “interim pope.” But his pontificate defied expectations:

The “Pact of Loreto”: An unconfirmed theory suggests Roncalli promised no radical
changes… yet he called Vatican II (1962).
Conservative backlash: Ottaviani later admitted: “There were unusual pressures.
Something wasn’t clean.”
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III. What the Archives Reveal (and Conceal)

CIA documents: Released in 2013, they show the U.S. preferred a “moderate” pope
amid Soviet expansion.
The “double conclave” myth: Some traditionalists claim Siri was elected in 1963 but
forced to resign. No evidence, but it reflects lingering distrust.

IV. Theological Relevance: Lessons for Today’s Church

The danger of secular interference: Governments and lobbies still pressure the1.
Church (e.g., globalist agendas on morality).
The smoke as a symbol: Was it a divine sign? For many, it foreshadowed2.
the Tradition vs. modernism clash seen today in debates on the Latin Mass,
ecumenism, and moral doctrine.
John XXIII and Vatican II: Though pastoral in intent, the liberal interpretation of its3.
documents led to liturgical and doctrinal chaos.

Conclusion: What Did the 1958 Smoke Really Hide?

The 1958 conclave was not a mere formality but a spiritual battleground:

Geopolitics vs. Faith: World powers sought a pope aligned with their interests.
Tradition vs. Reform: The ambiguous smoke foreshadowed post-conciliar confusion.
Lesson for today: The Church must guard against “enemies within” (Pius X), from
modernists to anti-Christian lobbies.

Was it just “damp smoke”? Or was there a human—or even diabolical—design to
steer the Church off course? History has not yet rendered its final verdict, but Catholics
must pray, discern, and remain faithful amid the storms.

Want to go deeper? Recommended:

“The Election of Pope John XXIII” (Hebblethwaite).
Documentary “Secrets of the Vatican” (BBC).
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Share your thoughts below! Do you believe there was manipulation in 1958?

“Stat Crux dum volvitur orbis” (The Cross stands firm while the world turns). —Carthusian
motto.


