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Introduction: When a Priest Is Removed from Ministry

In recent years, we have seen cases of priests suspended a divinis (i.e., prohibited from
exercising their public ministry). For many faithful, this causes confusion, pain, and even
scandal. Why would the Church take such a drastic measure? What reasons can lead to the
suspension of a priest?

This article seeks to explain, from theology and canon law, the foundations of priestly
suspension, its most common causes, and how the faithful should respond to these
situations.

1. What Is Suspension a Divinis?

Suspension is a canonical penalty (Canon 1333 of the Code of Canon Law) that deprives a
cleric of exercising his ministry, either partially or entirely. It is not the same

as excommunication (which cuts off communion with the Church) or laicization (which
returns the cleric to the lay state).

Types of Suspension

» Suspension latae sententiae: Automatic, for committing certain grave offenses (e.g.,
violating the seal of confession).

e Suspension ferendae sententiae: Imposed by ecclesiastical authority after a formal
process.

2. Reasons Why a Priest May Be Suspended

A. Doctrinal Causes

e Heresy, apostasy, or schism (Canon 1364): Denying defined dogmas or breaking
communion with the Pope.
e Celebrating Mass illicitly (e.g., using unauthorized rites without permission).

B. Moral Causes

» Sexual abuse or grave scandal (Canon 1395).
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e Public concubinage or marital life (Canon 1394).
* Simony (selling sacraments, Canon 1380).

C. Disciplinary Causes

» Grave disobedience to a bishop (e.g., refusing a legitimate transfer without just
cause).
e Fraudulent administration of Church property.

3. How Does Suspension Happen? The Canonical Process
It is not an arbitrary decision. The process includes:

1. Preliminary investigation: Evidence is gathered.

2. Warning and right to defense: The priest may present his arguments.
3. Decree of suspension: Issued by the bishop or the Holy See.

4. Right to appeal: Before higher ecclesiastical tribunals.

4. What Can a Suspended Priest Do?

* Repent and seek reconciliation through confession and reparation.
« Appeal to the Holy See if he believes the penalty is unjust.
 Live in penance and prayer, refraining from public ministry until reinstated.

5. How Should the Faithful Respond?

] Pray for the suspended priest (this may be a trial for his salvation).
0 Avoid spreading rumors; let the Church’s justice run its course.
[ Trust that the Church acts for the good of souls, even if the process is painful.
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Conclusion: Church Discipline Is an Act of Mercy

Suspension is not a “hopeless punishment” but a medicinal measure, as the Catechism
explains (No. 1463):

“The purpose of canonical penalties is not simply to punish but to
correct the guilty party, repair scandal, and restore justice.”

If a priest is suspended, let us not lose faith in the Church but pray for his conversion and
for the sanctification of all God’s ministers.

Do you know someone affected by this issue? Share this article to bring clarity, not
judgment.
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