@ Salve Regina: The Plea of Children to Their Mother in the Valley of
Tears | 1

Introduction: A prayer that transcends the centuries

There are prayers that time does not wither, but instead adorns with greater beauty. Among
them, the “Salve Regina” shines brightly—a Marian plea that has echoed for centuries on
the lips of the faithful, in silent monasteries, in solemn processions, in humble homes, and in
troubled hearts. It is not just another prayer: it is a confession of love, a clamorous
supplication, a declaration of hope. Today, amid the noise of the world, the “Salve Regina”
continues to be a refuge and a spiritual guide for God’s people.

This article aims to be more than an explanation: it seeks to be an experience. Let us
immerse ourselves in the origin, theological richness, and pastoral power of this prayer, and
discover how it can transform our everyday lives.

1. Full Text of the “Salve Regina”

In Latin (traditional form):

Salve, Regina, mater misericordize,

vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve.

Ad te clamamus, exsules, filii Hevae.

Ad te suspiramus, gementes et flentes

in hac lacrimarum valle.

Eia ergo, Advocata nostra,

illos tuos misericordes oculos ad nos converte.
Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui,
nobis post hoc exsilium ostende.

O clemens, O pia, O dulcis Virgo Maria.

In English (traditional translation):

Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy,

our life, our sweetness, and our hope, hail.

To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve.
To you do we send up our sighs,

mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.
Turn then, most gracious advocate,
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your eyes of mercy toward us.

And after this, our exile, show unto us
the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus.

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.

2. Origin and History: A Monastic Prayer that
Conquered the People of God

The “Salve Regina” originates in the Middle Ages, in the prayerful heart of the Benedictine
monasteries. It is traditionally attributed to the monk Hermann of Reichenau, also known
as Hermannus Contractus, who lived in the 11th century. Despite his physical limitations—he
was blind, paralyzed, and deformed—Hermann was a man of deep wisdom, a musician, an
astronomer, and above all, a contemplative. From his soul sprang this Marian jewel, likely
composed around the year 1050.

From the 12th and 13th centuries, the “Salve Regina” was incorporated into Compline, the
final prayer of the day in the Liturgy of the Hours. It also became one of the four Marian
antiphons recited during various liturgical seasons. The most well-known of them is,
undoubtedly, this one.

Pope Gregory VII, Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, and many religious orders helped spread its
use. Saint Alphonsus Liguori fervently recommended it as a daily prayer, and the Christian
people adopted it with affection, making it part of their everyday devotion.

3. Theological Relevance: What Does the “Salve
Regina” Tell Us?

Every word of the “Salve Regina” is charged with spiritual and theological meaning. Let’'s go
through it carefully:

a) “Hail, Queen and Mother of Mercy”

This is not a contradictory duality: Mary is Queen because she shares in Christ’s kingship,
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and she is Mother of mercy because she mediates the graces won by her Son. As the
Second Vatican Council teaches (Lumen Gentium, 62), Mary intercedes as “a mother in the
order of grace.”

b) “Our life, our sweetness, and our hope”

For the Christian, Mary does not replace Christ but leads to Him. She is life, because she bore
the Author of Life; she is sweetness, because her maternal tenderness soothes our pain; she
is hope, because in her we see the perfect realization of what we are called to be.

c) “To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve”

This line reminds us of our condition as pilgrims and exiles, heirs of original sin. Just as Eve
introduced disobedience, Mary brings hope. In her, we see the promise of the regained
paradise.

d) “In this valley of tears”
The Christian life is not an escape from suffering but a pilgrimage with hope. Mary, who

knows pain, walks with us. The biblical reference is Psalm 84:6: “As they pass through the
valley of tears, they make it a place of springs.”

e) “Turn then your eyes of mercy toward us”

The face of Mary reflects the face of God. We ask for her gaze, because in it we find comfort
and guidance.

f) “Show unto us Jesus”
This is the heart of the prayer. Mary does not focus on herself; she shows us Jesus, “the

blessed fruit of her womb.” She is the star that guides us to the Sun. The ultimate goal of
Marian spirituality is always to reach Christ.

4. A Pastoral Guide: How to Live the “Salve Regina”
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Today

We live in turbulent times. Technology, ideology, the rush of life, and the culture of discard
make us lose our peace. In this context, the “Salve Regina” is more relevant than ever. Here
is a practical guide to applying it in your life:

0 1. Pray the “Salve Regina” at the end of the day

Revive the tradition of Compline. Before going to sleep, offer your day to God and Mary with
this prayer. Let your last thought be one of hope.

[ 2. Turn to Mary in your moments of sorrow

When you feel you are in a “valley of tears,” repeat these words inwardly. Prayer may not
change your circumstances immediately, but it transforms your heart and your
perspective.

[] 3. Meditate on each line as “lectio divina”

Once a week, take time to slowly meditate on each line. Ask yourself: What is this saying to
me today? How can | trust Mary more?

[ 4. Teach the “Salve Regina” to children

Introduce young ones to this prayer. Do it with affection, explaining that it’s speaking to a
Mother who loves them. Teach them that Mary is not a distant figure but someone very real.

5. Sing it in community
Singing is part of the Catholic soul. Seek out Gregorian or polyphonic versions of the “Salve

Regina” and use them in moments of family or community prayer. Singing opens the soul
to the divine.

5. A Prayer for the Modern World

Today, when culture promotes self-sufficiency, emotional coldness, and forgetfulness of
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eternity, the “Salve Regina” reeducates us in loving dependence, tenderness, and
eschatological hope.

It is a deeply humanizing prayer, because it teaches us to trust as children, to plead with
humility, to acknowledge our tears, and to long for heaven.

As Saint John Paul Il once said:

I “Mary is the star who guides our journey across the sea of life.”

And as Scripture reminds us:

“Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the
Lord would be fulfilled” (Luke 1:45).

Mary believed, and therefore her prayer can sustain us when our faith wavers.

Conclusion: Under Your Protection We Take Refuge, Holy
Mother of God

To recite the “Salve Regina” is not a pious habit of the past, but an urgent necessity of the
present. Mary, Queen and Mother, is alive. She hears our pleas. She takes us by the hand and
leads us to the encounter with Jesus.

Let this prayer be for you like an anchor in the midst of the storm, a light at the end of the
day, a song that renews the soul. Return to it. With trust. With hope. With filial love.

Because if there is something we need more than ever today, it is a Mother who looks at
us with mercy and says to our hearts: “Do not be afraid. | am with you.”
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