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In the vast tapestry of Christian history, there are figures who, though not immediately
recognized as saints in the traditional sense, played crucial roles in the early Church. One
such figure is Saint Gamaliel, a Pharisee rabbi mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles. This
man, a teacher of Jewish law and an influential member of the Sanhedrin, was an unexpected
protector of the first Christians and a testament to the divine providence that works even
through those outside the Christian community.

Who Was Gamaliel?
Gamaliel the Elder, also known as Rabban Gamaliel, was a prominent teacher of Jewish law in
the first century AD. He belonged to the Pharisaic school, a movement that emphasized
rigorous interpretation of the Torah but also demonstrated openness to mercy and justice in
the application of the law. Gamaliel was the grandson of Hillel, another renowned rabbi
known for his moderate and humanistic approach to interpreting the law.

In the Acts of the Apostles (5:34-39), Gamaliel is introduced as a respected member of the
Sanhedrin. During one of the most critical moments for the apostles, when they were being
judged and faced possible execution for preaching in Jesus’ name, Gamaliel intervened. With
wisdom and prudence, he asked for the apostles to be removed from the chamber and
offered the council a reflection that would change the course of history.

Gamaliel’s Intervention: An Act of Providence
Gamaliel said to the council:

“Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men.
For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody,
and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to
nothing. After him, Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the
census and drew away some of the people after him. He too
perished, and all who followed him were scattered. So in the
present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them
alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if
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it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even
be found opposing God!” (Acts 5:35-39).

These words are a sublime example of prudence and implicit faith. Gamaliel was not a
Christian, but he recognized God’s power to sustain what is true. His counsel led to the
apostles being released—though flogged—and allowed them to continue their evangelical
mission. His intervention not only saved the apostles’ lives but also enabled the message of
Christ to continue spreading throughout the world.

Theological Relevance of Gamaliel
Gamaliel’s story reminds us that God can use anyone, even those who do not explicitly share
our faith, to accomplish His purposes. In Catholic tradition, this is understood through the
concept of prevenient grace, the action of God guiding and moving hearts even before His
presence is consciously acknowledged. Gamaliel acted out of a sense of justice and
prudence, but we can confidently say he was also moved by the invisible hand of God.

From a theological perspective, Gamaliel is a precursor to what the Church understands as
interreligious dialogue. In his openness to consider the possibility that the apostles’ work
might have divine origin, Gamaliel offers an example of how believers of different traditions
can seek the truth and work together, even amid profound differences.

Gamaliel and the Modern Context
Today, in a world marked by polarization and religious conflicts, Gamaliel’s example
resonates with special urgency. We live in an era where it is easy to make snap judgments
and reject what we do not understand. However, Gamaliel invites us to pause, reflect, and
seek God’s plan even in the most unexpected situations.

In our communities, we can learn from his example by promoting mutual respect, dialogue,
and a shared quest for truth. Gamaliel teaches us not to fear differences but to see them as
opportunities to discover how God is working in the world.

Practical Applications for Our Lives
How can we apply Gamaliel’s lessons in our daily lives? Here are some practical reflections:
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Foster Prudence in Judgment1.
Before rushing to condemn or reject something or someone, take time to pray and
reflect. Could God be working in ways we do not fully understand?
Practice Respectful Dialogue2.
In conversations with people of different beliefs or cultures, imitate Gamaliel’s attitude.
Listen with respect, seek common ground, and open your heart to what God might want
to show you through others.
Trust in Divine Providence3.
Gamaliel reminds us that, ultimately, it is God who sustains what is true and good.
When we face challenges in our faith or life, let us remember that if a work is of God,
nothing can stop it.
Be Instruments of Peace and Justice4.
Just as Gamaliel used his influence to protect the apostles, we are also called to defend
the vulnerable and act with justice in our communities.

Gamaliel: A Witness to God’s Wisdom
Although it is uncertain whether Gamaliel converted to Christianity, Eastern Christian
tradition venerates him as a saint. According to some legends, Gamaliel and his son
Nicodemus accepted Christ, though these stories lack biblical support. Nevertheless, his
example endures as a reminder that God can use anyone to fulfill His purposes and that the
truth will always prevail.

In a time when the Church faces new challenges, Gamaliel’s example invites us to trust in
God’s work, even when we do not fully understand it. His wisdom, justice, and implicit faith in
divine power serve as an inspiration for all of us. May we learn from his example and always
seek to be instruments of peace and truth in a world in need of hope.


