
Purgatory Is in the Bible: References That (Almost) No One Teaches
You—but Will Transform Your Spiritual Life | 1

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 1

Introduction: Where Is Purgatory in the Bible?

One of the most frequently asked questions, both inside and outside the Church, is this:
“Where is purgatory in the Bible?” Some claim it doesn’t exist; others confuse it with hell;
and many Catholics, though they believe in it, wouldn’t know how to explain it clearly.

Today, we will uncover a powerful truth—hidden in plain sight in Scripture but revealed by
the Church’s Tradition: Purgatory is indeed present in the Word of God. And not just as
a concept, but as a spiritual reality that shows us the justice, mercy, and perfect
pedagogy of God.

Through this article, you’ll discover:

What purgatory is and how it is understood in the Catholic faith.
The most clear and profound biblical references that support it.
How this dogma can transform your spiritual life.
A practical guide to apply this teaching today.

� What Is Purgatory?

The Church teaches that purgatory is a state of temporary purification for those souls
who die in God’s grace but still need to be fully purified before entering the beatific vision of
heaven.

It is not a “lesser hell.” It is not an eternal punishment. It is an expression of divine love
and pedagogy, because God wants every soul to be completely clean in order to enjoy His
presence.

The Catechism defines it this way:

“All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly
purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after
death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness
necessary to enter the joy of heaven.” (CCC, 1030)



Purgatory Is in the Bible: References That (Almost) No One Teaches
You—but Will Transform Your Spiritual Life | 2

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 2

� Purgatory in Scripture: A Biblical Journey

Even though the word “purgatory” does not appear in the Bible (just like “Trinity” or
“Incarnation” do not), the theological principles behind it are clearly present. Let’s
explore the strongest references:

1. Isaiah 4:4 – The Purifying Fire of God

“When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters
of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by
a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning…”

Isaiah speaks of a purification after sin, carried out by the Spirit and by fire. This anticipates
the teaching on purgatory as that purifying fire that prepares the soul for glory.

2. Micah 7:9 – Justice and Purification Through Suffering

“I will bear the indignation of the Lord because I have sinned
against him, until he pleads my cause and executes judgment for
me. He will bring me out to the light; I shall look upon his
vindication.”

This reflects a temporary penalty caused by sin, a waiting period in which the soul suffers
with hope, confident that God will vindicate it. This matches the vision of purgatory as a
hopeful expectation of divine mercy.
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3. Malachi 3:3 – Like a Refiner’s Fire

“He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver.”

God purifies His servants like a refiner purifies precious metals: with fire, patience, and
love. This image is one of the most beautiful and accurate to describe the process of
purgatory.

4. 2 Maccabees 12:44–45 – Prayers for the Dead

“For if he were not expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have
been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he was
looking to the splendid reward that is laid up for those who fall
asleep in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought.”

This passage is fundamental. Prayer for the dead only makes sense if there is an
intermediate state between heaven and hell, where souls can benefit from our
intercessions. Purgatory is clearly here!

5. Matthew 5:22 – “You Will Be Liable to the Fire”

“But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will
be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to
the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell
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of fire.”

This text does not speak of eternal hell, but of punishment for lesser guilt, like anger or insult.
Tradition has often interpreted this as a reference to temporary penalties, such as those
of purgatory.

6. Matthew 5:26 – You Will Not Get Out Until You Have Paid the Last Penny

“You will never get out until you have paid the last penny.”

Jesus speaks here of a temporary prison, from which one leaves once the debt is paid. It is
not hell (where one never leaves), nor heaven (where there is no debt). It is the
intermediate place or state where divine justice is satisfied. That’s purgatory!

7. Matthew 12:32 – Sins Forgivable “in the Age to Come”

“Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven,
but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven,
either in this age or in the age to come.”

Jesus implies that some sins can be forgiven after this life. This verse was key for Saint
Augustine and other Church Fathers in explaining the existence of purgatory.

⛪ The Tradition of the Church: Witnesses of Purgatory

Since the earliest centuries, Christians have prayed for their dead. Catacombs, Masses,
inscriptions, testimonies of saints—they all agree: the dead are not entirely gone, and
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we can help them.

Church Fathers like Saint Cyprian, Saint Gregory the Great, and Saint Augustine explicitly
mention purgatory. Later, the Councils of Lyon (1274), Florence (1439), and Trent (16th
century) dogmatically defined its existence.

� Practical Guide: How to Live the Mystery of Purgatory Today

The dogma of purgatory is not a theological curiosity. It has very deep practical and
spiritual implications:

✅ 1. Pray for the Souls in Purgatory

Offer Masses, rosaries, and suffrages.
Perform plenary and partial indulgences with the intention of helping them.
Invoke their intercession. They can pray for you, even if not for themselves.

✅ 2. Live with an Awareness of Eternity

Every action matters. Every venial sin or act of love leaves an eternal mark.
Live knowing you will be purified. Why not start now?

✅ 3. Go to Confession Frequently

The sacrament of Reconciliation speeds up purification.
It reduces or removes temporal punishment, depending on the disposition of the soul.

✅ 4. Offer Your Sufferings

Every pain offered with love can serve as reparation.
Suffering with Christ is a direct path to holiness.

✅ 5. Avoid Venial Sin and Lukewarmness

Though they do not separate us from God, venial sins delay our entry into heaven.
Everyday holiness is the antidote to a long purgatory.
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�️ Conclusion: A Call to Active Hope

Purgatory is not a threat, but a hope. It is proof that God’s love is so perfect that He
tolerates not even a single stain… yet never abandons those who are not ready for
heaven.

By understanding this doctrine and applying it in our lives, we can live with a purer, more
vigilant, more charitable heart. We can help the souls who wait in that loving fire… and
prepare the way for others to do the same for us.

� For Meditation Today:

“Go your way in peace. Await your time… for you shall not be
forgotten.”
— 2 Maccabees 12:45 (paraphrase)

Do you want to save souls? Do you want to shorten your own time in the fire?
Pray, love, purify yourself… and do not forget those who wait for your prayer.


