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Introduction: An Urgent Message for Our Times

In a world increasingly distant from God, engulfed in moral and spiritual confusion, the
Blessed Virgin Mary has come time and again to remind us of the path to salvation. Among all
her Church-approved apparitions, one stands out not only for its profound message but also
for its extraordinary duration: Our Lady of Akita, Japan.

This apparition, recognized by the Church in 1988 under then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (the
future Pope Benedict XVI), is considered the longest in history, lasting from 1973 to 1981.
But beyond its duration, its message is an urgent call to conversion, prayer, and
penance—resonating with particular force in our present day.

In this article, we will explore:

The origin and historical context of the apparitions.

The Virgin’s messages and their connection to Fatima and other revelations.
The associated miracles, especially the weeping statue.

The theological significance and its relevance today.

How to live the message of Akita in our spiritual lives.
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1. The Origin of the Apparitions: Japan and the Humble
Servant Agnes Sasagawa

The Setting: A Small Convent in Akita

The apparitions of the Virgin in Akita took place in the convent of the Handmaids of the
Eucharist, a religious community founded by the Japanese bishop Mons. John Shojiro Ito. In
this place of prayer and sacrifice, God chose a simple yet deeply faithful woman: Sister
Agnes Sasagawa.

Sister Agnes: A Life of Suffering and Faith
Born in 1931, Agnes Sasagawa had suffered from severe health problems since her youth,
including deafness that left her completely unable to hear. Despite her sufferings, she never

lost trust in God. In 1969, after a failed operation left her bedridden, she had a mystical
experience that led her to consecrate her life to God.
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She entered the convent in 1973, and it was there, on June 12 of that same year, that
supernatural phenomena began.

2. The Apparitions and the Virgin's Messages

First Apparition: The Angel and the Heavenly Light

Before the Virgin's arrival, Sister Agnes encountered an angel (later identified as her
guardian angel), who prepared her for what was to come. On June 12, 1973, while praying, a
brilliant light filled the chapel, and a heavenly voice spoke to her.

The Statue That Comes to Life

On July 6, 1973, the wooden statue of the Virgin Mary in the convent chapel began to bleed
from a wound on its right hand. This phenomenon repeated several times and was
witnessed by other sisters and Bishop Ito.

But the most shocking moment came when the statue itself started shedding human
tears, a miracle that occurred 101 times between 1975 and 1981.

The Three Key Messages of the Virgin
The Virgin delivered three main messages to Sister Agnes, all centered on:

1. The urgency of prayer and penance to avert a great punishment for humanity.

2. The crisis in the Church, with priests and religious abandoning their vocations.

3. The warning of a severe worldwide chastisement if humanity does not
convert.

One of the most striking passages reads:

“If men do not repent and better themselves, the Father will inflict
a terrible punishment on all humanity. It will be a punishment
greater than the Flood, such as has never been seen before.”
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These words strongly echo the Third Secret of Fatima, which speaks of a great apostasy
and suffering for the Church.

3. The Miracles of Akita: The Weeping Statue and
Healings

The Weeping Statue: A Sign for the World

One of the most extraordinary phenomena was the wooden statue of the Virgin
Mary shedding human tears on multiple occasions. Scientists analyzed the tears and
confirmed they were of human origin.

This miracle was witnessed by hundreds, including Bishop Ito, who was initially skeptical but
became convinced of its authenticity.

The Healing of Sister Agnes
Sister Agnes, who had been completely deaf, miraculously regained her hearing on May

30, 1982, after the apparitions ended. This event was seen as divine confirmation of the
messages’ truth.

4. Theological Meaning: Why is Akita So Important
Today?

A Call to Conversion in Times of Crisis

Akita’s message is not new: it echoes Fatima, La Salette, and Lourdes, where the Virgin
warned of the dangers of sin and the need to return to God. But in Akita, the tone is even
more urgent, reflecting the gravity of our times.

The Connection to the Crisis in the Church

The Virgin mentions in her messages:
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“The devil will infiltrate even the Church in such a way that

cardinals will oppose cardinals, bishops against bishops.”

These words seem to predict the doctrinal confusion and divisions affecting the Church
today.

The Rosary and the Eucharist: Spiritual Weapons
As in all her apparitions, the Virgin at Akita insists on:
* Praying the Rosary daily.

* Adoring and defending the Eucharist.
» Offering penance for sinners.

5. How to Live the Message of Akita Today

1. Take the call to conversion seriously. Live in grace, go to confession frequently,
and avoid sin.

2. Pray the Rosary every day. The Virgin promised at Akita that this prayer can stop
wars and calamities.

3. Adore Jesus in the Eucharist. Akita reminds us that God is truly present in the
Consecrated Host.

4. Do penance. Offer sacrifices for the salvation of souls.

Conclusion: An Ultimatum of Love

Our Lady of Akita does not come to frighten us, but to love and save us. Her tears are a
sign of her sorrow for a humanity that turns away from God, but also of her mercy.

In a world where many deny God, where the Church suffers divisions, and where evil seems
to advance, Akita is a beacon of hope. The Virgin tells us: “Do not fear. | am here to help
you.”
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Will we answer her call? The time for conversion is now.

Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, pray for us!

Did you like this article? Share it and spread the message of Our Lady of Akita. Pray the
Rosary today and be part of the spiritual renewal the world needs.

[ #Akita #VirginMary #Conversion #Rosary #CatholicFaith
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