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In the history of humanity, few phrases have so powerfully embodied the essence of rebellion
as “Non Serviam,” which in Latin means “I will not serve.” Attributed to Lucifer in his rejection
of God, this expression has been a symbol of pride, disobedience, and self-sufficiency that
distances man from his Creator. But what does “Non Serviam” really mean in the context of
the Catholic faith? And more importantly, how can we avoid falling into the same trap that led
so many angels and men to ruin?

The Origin of “Non Serviam”: Lucifer and His Fall

Catholic tradition teaches us that Lucifer, the most beautiful and powerful angel created by
God, rebelled against Him when the divine plan of the Incarnation was revealed to him. Saint
Michael the Archangel, in contrast, proclaimed the famous “Quis ut Deus?” (“Who is like
God?”) and led the heavenly armies against the insurrection of the fallen angels.

Sacred Scripture, although it does not explicitly mention the phrase “Non Serviam,” gives us
clues about Lucifer’s fall in passages such as Isaiah 14:12-15:

“How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn!
You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the
nations! You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to the heavens; I will
raise my throne above the stars of God... I will make myself like the
Most High.” But you are brought down to the realm of the dead, to
the depths of the pit.”

Here we see the essence of Lucifer’s sin: pride and the desire for equality with God. He did
not accept his condition as a creature and refused to serve. This same sin has repeatedly
marked human history.

“Non Serviam” in Human History

Lucifer’s rebellion echoed in humanity from the beginning of time. In Genesis, we see how
Adam and Eve succumbed to the same deception when the serpent told them:
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I “You will be like gods” (Genesis 3:5).

Since then, human history has been a constant struggle between submission to the divine
will and the desire for absolute self-determination. We can see this attitude in multiple
aspects of modern society: moral relativism, rejection of natural law, and the attempt to
redefine human nature according to ideological whims. Every time man says “l will not
serve,” he is reliving the same original error.

Practical Applications: How to Avoid the Spirit of “Non Serviam”?

In our daily lives, we also face this spiritual struggle. It is not just an ancient mythological
story but a reality that touches us closely. Some ways we can avoid falling into the attitude of
“Non Serviam” include:

1. Practicing humility: Humility is the virtue that directly opposes pride. Saint Bernard of
Clairvaux said: “Humility is the virtue that gives us the truth about ourselves.”
Recognizing our smallness before God protects us from the deception of self-sufficiency.

2. Accepting the authority of God and His Church: In an era where authority is
constantly challenged, we must remember that obedience to the Church is obedience to
Christ Himself (Luke 10:16).

3. Living in a state of grace: The fight against sin requires supernatural grace. Frequent
confession and the Eucharist are powerful weapons against pride and rejection of God.

4. Serving others: True love for God translates into service. Jesus Himself said:"Whoever
wants to be first must be the last of all and the servant of all” (Mark 9:35).Serving with
joy and generosity is the best way to say “Serviam” (“I will serve”).

Conclusion: “Serviam” as a Response to Rebellion

If “Non Serviam” is the cry of pride, “Serviam” must be the cry of the Christian. This is the
motto of the faithful angels, the saints, and all those who wish to follow Christ to the end.
Saint Ignatius of Loyola left us a beautiful prayer to counteract the temptation of self-
sufficiency:

“Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my
understanding, and my entire will.”

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 2



@ “Non Serviam”: The Rebellion of Pride and the Call to Humility | 3

In a world that promotes self-sufficiency and the rejection of God, we are called to respond
with humility and surrender. May we repeat every day with conviction: Serviam! 1 will
serve!
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