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In the contemporary world of faith, we often hear terms such as “modernism,” “liberation
theology,” or “liberal theology.” Of all these, liberal theology occupies a particular place: it
aims to reconcile faith with modern ideas, human reason, and the demands of the
contemporary world. However, from the perspective of the traditional Catholic Church, this
current presents profound theological risks and can divert the believer from the truth that
Christ entrusted to us.

In this article, we will explore what liberal theology is, how it developed historically, what its
fundamental errors are, and, above all, how we can strengthen our personal and communal
faith in the face of these trends.

What is Liberal Theology?
Liberal theology emerged in the 19th century as an attempt to adapt the Christian faith to
the advances of science, philosophy, and modern culture. Its main characteristics are:

Subordination of Revelation to Reason: The truth revealed by God in Sacred1.
Scripture and Tradition is interpreted according to human reason and modern critical
thought.
Emphasis on Ethics over Dogma: For liberal theology, the moral teaching of Jesus2.
and ethical principles are more important than dogmatic truths about the divinity of
Christ, the Resurrection, or the sacraments.
Historical Reinterpretation of the Bible: Scripture is seen more as a historical or3.
literary document than as the living Word of God. Its miracles may be “metaphors,” and
its doctrines “cultural adaptations” of their time.
Doctrinal Flexibility: What is considered “truth” in liberal theology changes according4.
to culture, historical context, or scientific discoveries.

In other words, liberal theology does not necessarily reject faith, but it transforms it to fit
modern thought. At first glance, this may seem attractive for those seeking to reconcile
intellectual and spiritual life, but this path is profoundly problematic from a theological
standpoint.
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History and Development
The origins of liberal theology are found in Germany with figures such as Friedrich
Schleiermacher (1768–1834), considered the “father of modern theology.” Schleiermacher
proposed that religion should focus on religious experience and the feeling of dependence on
God, rather than on the acceptance of dogmas. His influence spread to many European
countries and later to America, where a liberal current flourished within universities and
seminaries.

In the 20th century, liberal theology gave rise to various branches:

Catholic Modernism, which sought to reinterpret faith in light of modern scientific and
philological thought, firmly condemned by Pope Pius X in the encyclical Pascendi
Dominici Gregis (1907).
Protestant liberal theology, which influenced social ethics and promoted a vision of
Jesus as a “moral teacher” rather than a divine Savior.

Today, liberal theology remains present, sometimes subtly, in debates about morality, biblical
interpretation, and pastoral ministry, even within sectors of the Catholic Church.

Fundamental Errors of Liberal Theology
From the perspective of the Catholic Church, the errors of liberal theology are clear and
serious:

Religious Subjectivism: By prioritizing personal experience or historical context over1.
the objective truth of God, faith risks being transformed into mere opinion or feeling.
This contradicts Jesus’ command: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6).
The truth of Christ does not change according to culture or science.
Doctrinal Relativism: Liberal theology holds that dogmas can be reinterpreted or2.
adapted. This undermines the authority of the Church and the Magisterium, which
protect the divine revelation received from the Apostles.
Denial of Christ’s Divinity and Miracles: Some liberal theologians tend to3.
reinterpret miracles as symbols or legends. This weakens the core of our faith: the
Incarnation, Redemption, and Resurrection.
Ethical Reduction of Faith: Faith is not just a moral code; it is a living relationship4.



Liberal Theology: A Theological and Pastoral Analysis from Tradition |
3

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 3

with God, manifested in the sacraments and prayer. Liberal theology often replaces
sacramental life with social activism or secular ethics.

Theological and Pastoral Relevance
Why is understanding liberal theology important today? Because its ideas can infiltrate
catechetical formation, the thinking of young people, and cultural debates about morality and
religion. As pastors, educators, or simple believers, we need to discern clearly:

Faith is not a “modern opinion” but a gift that unites us to eternal truth.
Dogmas are not obstacles to thought but pillars that support the mind and heart against
the confusion of the world.
The Bible is not merely a book of history or ethics; it is the Word of God, alive and
effective (Hebrews 4:12).

Practical Applications for Daily Life
Constant Study of Scripture and Tradition: Knowing God’s Word and the teachings1.
of the Church Fathers helps discern the truth against subjective interpretations.
Personal Theological Formation: Catechesis courses, theology books, and well-2.
founded homilies allow one to see clearly the errors of liberal theology.
Sacramental Life: The Eucharist, Confession, and prayer are powerful antidotes to3.
religious subjectivity. Faith is more lived than “thought about.”
Testimony and Community: Participating in authentic parishes or faith groups4.
strengthens spiritual life and protects against relativistic influences.
Cultural Discernment: Not everything “modern” is good for faith. Learning to read5.
culture with eyes of faith helps separate what is useful from what is dangerous.

Conclusion
Liberal theology is a complex and tempting phenomenon: it promises to reconcile faith and
modernity but does so at the expense of revealed truth. For the believer, the challenge is not
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to suppress critical thinking, but to integrate it correctly within Catholic faith: reason at the
service of faith, not faith at the service of reason.

As Saint Paul reminds us: “Test everything; hold fast to what is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21).
In a world where ideas change rapidly, it is necessary to discern, educate ourselves, and
remain firm in the tradition that assures us salvation.

Final Reflection: Living faith with freedom does not mean adjusting it to the fashion of the
moment. It means deepening it, understanding it, allowing it to transform our life, and
bringing that light to others. Liberal theology teaches us, paradoxically, how much we need
fidelity to Christ, who never changes.


