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Introduction: Two kings, two legacies, one eternal lesson

In the vast narrative of Sacred Scripture, few stories contrast as radically as those of
Manasseh and Josiah, kings of Judah. One became synonymous with darkness, idolatry, and
apostasy; the other, with light, conversion, and faithfulness to the Lord. Their lives, described
in detail in the Books of Kings and Chronicles, are not only historical testimonies but also
mirrors of our own decisions. In the 21st century, when the battle between authentic faith
and modern idolatries is more subtle but no less real, the example of these two monarchs
becomes a spiritual compass.

This article invites you on a deep, accessible, and pastoral journey through their stories, to
help you understand how to choose the path of light — the path of Josiah — in a world that
often seems dominated by the shadows of Manasseh.

I. Historical Context: Between faithfulness and syncretism

After the reign of the pious Hezekiah, his son Manasseh ascended the throne (reigned
around 687–642 BC), one of the longest-reigning and most wicked kings of Judah. He would
be succeeded by his grandson Josiah (reigned 640–609 BC), whose religious reform would
mark one of the brightest pages of the Old Testament.

Judah was then under pressure from the Assyrian Empire. The temptation was great: to adopt
pagan religious practices to appease powerful neighbors, to dilute faith in Yahweh in order to
“modernize,” to avoid “being left behind.” Does this sound familiar?

II. Manasseh: When the heart strays from God

“He did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord, following the abominable practices
of the nations whom the Lord had driven out before the people of Israel” (2 Kings
21:2).

Manasseh not only permitted but actively promoted idolatry in its rawest and most brutal
forms: altars to Baal, worship of the stars, occult practices, and even the sacrifice of his own
son in fire. He placed idolatrous images within the very Temple of the Lord. Manasseh’s sin
was not merely personal but structural: he corrupted the entire nation.
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Spiritual Lesson: Personal sin is never just personal. When a
leader — be it political, religious, or familial — turns away from
God, many follow.

And yet, in a nearly hidden but powerful note of hope, 2 Chronicles 33:12-13 tells us that,
taken captive to Babylon, Manasseh sincerely repented, prayed to the Lord, and was
heard. God never stopped loving Manasseh, even when Manasseh stopped loving God.

Message for today: No sin is greater than God’s mercy. But
beware: repentance must be deep, sincere, and accompanied by
conversion.

III. Josiah: The king of renewal

“He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and walked in all the ways of David
his father, and he did not turn aside to the right or to the left” (2 Kings 22:2).

Josiah ascended the throne at eight years old, after the short and wicked reign of his father
Amon. From a young age, he showed a heart that was upright and eager for God. His defining
moment came when the priest Hilkiah discovered the “Book of the Law” (possibly
Deuteronomy) in the Temple. Upon hearing its words, Josiah tore his garments and cried out
for the purification of the people.

What followed was an authentic spiritual revival: he destroyed idols, purified the Temple,
restored the Passover, and re-established the Covenant. Josiah embodied the figure of the
true reformer: not one who invents, but one who restores original faithfulness.

Spiritual Lesson: Every true reform in the Church and in the soul
begins with returning to the Word of God, listening to it with a
contrite heart, and acting accordingly.
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IV. Two paths, one same humanity

Manasseh and Josiah lived within the same lineage, the same culture, the same people. They
were not marked by fate, but by their decisions. One chose to ignore God; the other, to
consecrate himself to Him.

This reveals a profound truth: holiness is not a matter of inheritance but of choice. No
one is condemned by their past or environment. What matters is which path we choose
today.

Which path will you choose?

V. Theological relevance: Human freedom and divine patience

The story of these two kings reveals two key truths of Christianity:

Man is free: God created us free, even to do evil. Manasseh’s sin was not caused by1.
God but permitted as a consequence of human freedom.
God is patient: He did not intervene with thunder and lightning. He allowed time for2.
conversion. As Saint Peter says: “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some
understand slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

VI. Practical Guide: Choosing Josiah daily

1. Identify your personal “altars”

Make an examination of conscience. What modern idols have taken God’s place in your life?
Power, money, image, ideology, pleasure? Like Josiah, tear them down without compromise.
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2. Rediscover the Word

Read the Bible. Listen with humility. Let it challenge you. Like Josiah hearing the Law, allow
the Word to shake you, renew you, and lead you.

3. Purify your inner temple

Go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Restore lost order. Like Josiah, cleanse your “temple,”
which is your soul, and return to God with all your heart.

4. Celebrate the faith authentically

Recover the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist. Make the Mass your weekly (or even daily)
center. Josiah restored the Passover; you, restore your faithfulness to the Liturgy.

5. Be leaven in your environment

Josiah’s reform was not individualistic. He renewed the whole nation. Be a living witness in
your family, workplace, and community.

VII. Final Inspiration: Be Josiah in a world of Manassehs

We live in times when doctrinal confusion, moral laxity, and the idolatry of the “new” can
make us think that being faithful to God is outdated. But you are called to be like Josiah: to
choose truth even when it hurts, to love the Law even when criticized, to restore the sacred
even when the world profanes it.

The world needs Josiahs. The Church needs Josiahs. You can be one.

Conclusion: “And he chose life…”

In Deuteronomy 30:19, God says to the people:

“I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life,
that you and your descendants may live.”
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Manasseh and Josiah are two possible paths. Each day, you choose whom to resemble. May
the example of Josiah inspire you to renew your faith, your life, and your surroundings. May
his courage strengthen you to resist the seductions of the world. And may you one day hear
Christ say: “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21).


