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When we think of saints, we often imagine serene figures dedicated to prayer and charity, far
from the turmoil of battle. However, the story of Saint Joan of Arc challenges us to broaden
our perspective. Her life was a vibrant testimony of unwavering faith, extraordinary courage,
and complete surrender to God’s will. In a world shaken by war and uncertainty, Joan reminds
us that holiness is not passivity but a bold response to the divine call.

An Unexpected Young Girl for an Impossible Mission

Joan of Arc was born in 1412 in Domrémy, a small French village, during the devastating
Hundred Years’ War between France and England. The daughter of peasants, she had no
formal education, but from an early age, she showed deep devotion. She prayed fervently
and felt a burning love for God and His Church.

At the age of 13, she began receiving visions of Saint Michael the Archangel, Saint Catherine
of Alexandria, and Saint Margaret of Antioch. She had a particularly strong devotion to Saint
Michael, whom she frequently invoked in battle and in times of trial. These voices entrusted
her with an unthinkable mission: she was to lead the French to victory and ensure the
coronation of the Dauphin, Charles VII, in Reims. Human logic dictated that this was
absurd—she was a mere peasant girl, with no military training or connections at court. But
Joan did not rely on human logic; she trusted in the voice of God.

The Leadership of Faith: From Shepherdess to Military Commander

At the age of 17, after countless attempts and initial rejection, she managed to convince the
authorities that her mission was from God. She was presented to the Dauphin, Charles VI,

and, against all odds, was given an army. Her leadership was not based on complex military
strategies but on a charisma that ignited hearts and a total confidence in divine providence.

Joan carried a white banner bearing the image of Christ and the fleur-de-lis, and she forbade
her soldiers from blaspheming or behaving dishonorably. Under her command, the French
army broke the siege of Orléans in 1429, a victory that changed the course of the war.
Thanks to her intervention, the Dauphin was crowned King Charles VII in Reims Cathedral,
just as her voices had foretold.

This event conveys a profound message: God chooses unexpected instruments. As Scripture
says:

“God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak
things of the world to shame the strong.” (1 Corinthians 1:27)
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Joan teaches us that holiness is not about our human abilities but about our willingness to
obey the voice of God.

Martyrdom: The Victory of the Cross

Despite her achievements, she was betrayed and captured by the Burgundians, allies of the
English. Joan was handed over to the English, who, with the complicity of corrupt bishops,
subjected her to an unjust trial. She was accused of heresy, witchcraft, and of wearing male
clothing (which she did to protect herself in prison).

The trial was a farce, but Joan remained steadfast in her faith. When asked whether she was
certain that God had sent her, she responded with humility but with conviction:

“If 1 am not, may God make it known to me; if | am, may He keep me in it.”

Finally, she was condemned and burned at the stake on May 30, 1431. She was only 19 years
old. As the flames engulfed her, she fervently invoked Saint Michael the Archangel, asking for
his intercession, and she uttered the name of Jesus three times before surrendering her spirit.

What seemed to be her defeat was, in reality, her victory. Like Christ on the cross, her
suffering was not the end but the gateway to glory. Twenty-five years later, her trial was
reviewed, and she was declared innocent. In 1920, she was canonized by the Church.

Theological Relevance and Applications for Daily Life

Joan of Arc challenges us to ask ourselves: Are we willing to follow God no matter the
cost? In a world that ridicules faith and fidelity to the truth, her testimony invites us to live
with evangelical boldness.

Three theological aspects stand out in her life:

» Obedience to God’s Will
Joan did not seek power or glory; she simply responded to the divine call. Today, amid
our uncertainties, we can learn to trust God as she did.

e Purity of Heart and a Life of Prayer
Despite being on the battlefield, she never neglected her spiritual life. Do we take the
time to listen to God in our daily lives?

e Courage in the Face of Persecution
In a world where faith is under attack, Joan reminds us that being Christian means being
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willing to bear witness, even when it is difficult.
Conclusion: The Courage of a Saint for Our Times

Saint Joan of Arc was not merely a military heroine; she was a mystic, a martyr, and a living
testimony of God'’s action in history. Her life invites us to ask ourselves: What mission does
God have for me? Am | willing to obey Him without fear?

Like her, we can respond with confidence and faithfulness, knowing that we are not alone.
For in the end, as Joan declared before her martyrdom:

“God has sent me. God will provide.”
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