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Holy Tuesday is a day of intense reflection during Holy Week, a time when the Church invites
us to delve deeper into the final days of Jesus’ public life. This day is marked by a series of
controversies and teachings in the Temple of Jerusalem, where Jesus confronts the religious
authorities, announces the destruction of Jerusalem, and speaks about the end of times.
These passages, recorded in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, not only reveal Christ’s
wisdom and authority but also speak directly to us, calling us to live an authentic faith in a
world full of challenges and contradictions.

The Historical and Religious Context

To fully understand these passages, we must place ourselves in the context of the Temple of
Jerusalem in the first century. The Temple was the religious, political, and social heart of the
Jewish people. It was the place where sacrifices were offered to God and where the Law was
taught. However, over time, the religious authorities, especially the Pharisees and
Sadducees, had fallen into hypocrisy and legalism, prioritizing human traditions over God’s
will.

In this context, Jesus, after having cleansed the Temple the previous day (Holy Monday),
returns to teach. His presence and words provoke hostility from the authorities, who seek to
discredit Him and trap Him in His own words.

The Gospel Account: Controversies and Teachings

The Gospels of Matthew (21:23–24:51), Mark (11:27–13:37), and Luke (20:1–21:36) present a
series of encounters and teachings that take place in the Temple. These passages can be
divided into three main parts:

Jesus’ Authority Questioned (Matthew 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8)1.
The religious authorities approach Jesus and ask by what authority He does these
things. Jesus, in His wisdom, responds with a question: “John’s baptism—where did it
come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” (Matthew 21:25). This question
leaves them in a dilemma, as they do not want to acknowledge John the Baptist’s
authority nor contradict the people who regarded him as a prophet. When they refuse
to answer, Jesus also does not reveal the source of His authority, thus demonstrating
His intellectual and spiritual superiority.
The Parables and Warnings (Matthew 21:28–22:14; Mark 12:1-12; Luke2.
20:9-19)
Jesus tells several parables directed at the religious authorities and the people. The
parables of the two sons, the wicked tenants, and the wedding banquet are clear
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warnings about the responsibility to listen and act according to God’s will. In the parable
of the tenants, for example, Jesus compares the religious leaders to the tenants who kill
the servants sent by the vineyard owner (God) and finally His son (Jesus). This parable
is a veiled prophecy of His own death and the rejection of Israel as the chosen people.
The Eschatological Discourse (Matthew 24:1-51; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-36)3.
After leaving the Temple, Jesus announces its destruction and speaks about the end of
times. He warns of false messiahs, wars, earthquakes, and persecutions but also offers
comfort: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away” (Mark
13:31). This discourse, known as the “Eschatological Discourse,” is a call to vigilance
and faithfulness amid tribulations.

The Theological Meaning: A Call to Authenticity

These controversies and teachings have profound theological significance that transcends
the historical context. First, Jesus reveals Himself as the Son of God, with divine authority to
teach and judge. His wisdom and courage in confronting the religious authorities show us
that truth cannot be silenced by hypocrisy or human power.

Second, these teachings challenge us to examine our own lives. Are we not sometimes like
the Pharisees, more concerned with appearances than the authenticity of our faith? Do we
not risk rejecting Jesus, like the tenants in the parable, when His teachings make us
uncomfortable or demand change?

Finally, the eschatological discourse reminds us that our life on earth is temporary and that
we must be prepared for the definitive encounter with God. In a world marked by uncertainty
and chaos, Jesus’ words are a source of hope and comfort: “Do not be afraid” (Matthew
10:31).

Relevance in Today’s World

In a world where religion is often reduced to empty rituals or instruments of power, Jesus’
message in the Temple resonates powerfully. We live in a culture that values appearance
over substance, success over integrity, and pleasure over sacrifice. The controversies of Holy
Tuesday call us to live an authentic faith, rooted in truth and love.

Moreover, the eschatological discourse is especially relevant in a time marked by global
crises, conflicts, and natural disasters. Jesus does not promise us a life free from suffering,
but He assures us that He is with us until the end of the age (Matthew 28:20).
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An Inspiring Anecdote

Tradition tells us that Saint Augustine, before his conversion, lived a life far from God. One
day, while walking in a garden, he heard a child singing: “Take and read, take and
read.” Augustine opened the Bible at random and found a passage from the letter to the
Romans that led to his conversion. This episode reminds us that Jesus’ words have the power
to transform our lives if we are willing to listen with an open heart.

Conclusion: A Call to Vigilance and Faithfulness

Holy Tuesday invites us to accompany Jesus on His journey to the cross, reflecting on His
teachings and controversies in the Temple. This day is an opportunity to examine our lives,
purify our intentions, and renew our commitment to truth and love.

In this time of grace, let us ask the Lord to grant us the courage to confront hypocrisy, the
wisdom to discern His will, and the perseverance to remain faithful amid trials. May our lives
reflect the authenticity and love of Christ, so that, like Him, we may be light in the darkness
and salt of the earth.

“Lord, give us a humble heart willing to listen to Your voice. Guide us on the path of truth and
help us live an authentic faith. Amen.”


