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Good Friday is the most solemn day in the Christian liturgical calendar. It is the day when the
world fell silent, contemplating the supreme sacrifice of the Son of God. The Cross, which for
the Romans was a symbol of humiliation and death, became the most eloquent sign of divine
love. Christ, the Innocent One, suffered for the guilty; the spotless Lamb gave His life to save
us.

But what does Good Friday truly mean for us today? How can we live this day deeply, not just
as a distant memory but as a transformative reality in our daily lives?

1. The Passion of Christ: The Mystery of Redeeming
Love

The account of the Passion, found in the Gospels (Matthew 26-27, Mark 14-15, Luke 22-23,
John 18-19), immerses us in the most anguishing hours of Jesus’ life. From His agony in
Gethsemane to His final words on the Cross, every moment is filled with meaning.

The betrayal by Judas, the abandonment by His disciples, the brutal scourging, the mockery
of the soldiers, and the painful ascent to Calvary show us the depth of suffering Christ
endured. It was not just physical pain but an unfathomable spiritual anguish: He bore our
sins, experienced the world’s rejection, and endured the torment of the apparent absence of
the Father.

With His last breath, Jesus proclaimed:
| “It is finished” (John 19:30).

With these words, the plan of salvation was fulfilled. Christ did not die as a mere martyr but
as the Redeemer. His sacrifice is the fulfillment of the prophecies and the ultimate expression
of God’s love.

2. Good Friday in Christian Life

Good Friday is not just a day of mourning but a day of deep reflection. It reminds us that true
love involves sacrifice. In a society that often rejects pain and suffering, the Cross teaches us
that authentic love is neither superficial nor selfish. To love means to give oneself, even to
the extreme.
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To live Good Friday authentically, the Church invites us to three essential practices:
A. Fasting and Abstinence

From the earliest centuries, Christians have observed fasting on this day. It is a way to unite
ourselves with Christ’s sacrifice and detach from the material to focus on the essential.

Practical Application: In a world obsessed with comfort, fasting reminds us that man does
not live by bread alone (Matthew 4:4). It helps us master our desires and put God first.

B. Prayer and Contemplation of the Passion

The Stations of the Cross is one of the most beautiful devotions on Good Friday. It allows us
to walk with Christ in His suffering and meditate on His love. It is also a day for silence and
adoration of the Cross.

Practical Application: Pause in your routine today. Dedicate time to prayer, meditate on
Christ’s Passion, and contemplate the love that has been given to you.

C. Veneration of the Holy Cross

During the Good Friday liturgy, the faithful kiss the Cross as a sign of adoration and gratitude.
It is not just an external gesture but an act of faith and surrender.

Practical Application: In daily life, kissing the Cross means accepting suffering with love
and offering it to God. Every difficulty can become a means of sanctification if we live it with
faith.

3. The Relevance of Good Friday in Our Time

We live in an era where suffering is avoided at all costs. However, Good Friday invites us to
look at pain with new eyes. It is not a punishment or a curse but an opportunity to unite
ourselves with Christ.

In a world marked by injustice, violence, and indifference, the Cross teaches us:

» To forgive: Jesus forgave from the Cross: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). Today, are we capable of forgiving those who have
hurt us?
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e To trust in God: Even when evil seems to triumph, Good Friday reminds us that the
story does not end at the Cross. God has the final word.

* To live with hope: Pain is not eternal. The silence of Good Friday prepares the glory of
Easter Sunday.

4. How to Apply the Cross in Our Daily Lives
Good Friday is not just a past event but a reality we can live every day. How?

By embracing our own cross: We all carry crosses in life—illness, losses, family
struggles. Instead of running from them, we can unite them with Christ’s sacrifice.

» By offering our suffering: St. John Paul Il said that suffering, when offered with love,
becomes a source of grace.

» By being witnesses of Christ’s love: In a world that seeks only pleasure and
comfort, Christians are called to be living signs of Christ’s sacrificial love.

Conclusion: Looking at the Cross and Living Differently

Good Friday challenges us to stop and look at the Cross. It reminds us that God'’s love is not
an abstract concept but a concrete act: God Himself died for us.

Today, more than ever, the world needs this message. We need to rediscover the
transformative power of sacrifice, the value of forgiveness, and the strength of hope.

May this Good Friday not be just another day on the calendar but a turning point in our lives.
May we, in looking at the Cross, find true peace and renew our surrender to God.

I “They will look on the one they have pierced” (John 19:37).

May we, in contemplating the Cross, learn to live and love as Christ did.
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