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We live in an era of immediacy. Technology has accustomed us to instant responses, quick
solutions, and immediate gratification. However, when it comes to our relationship with God,
we encounter a very different reality: His timing is not ours. We pray with faith, we plead with
fervor, yet God’s answers to our supplications seem delayed. Why? Does He not hear us? Has
He forgotten us?

In this article, we will explore from a theological and spiritual perspective the meaning of
God’s timing, why His answers are not always immediate, and how we can learn to trust fully
in His providence.

1. What Does “God’s Timing” Mean?

When we speak of “God’s timing,” we refer to the way He acts in history and in each person’s
life. God is not limited by time as we are; He sees the past, present, and future
simultaneously. The Bible uses two Greek words to refer to time:

» Chronos (xpo6vog): This refers to chronological time, the one we measure with clocks
and calendars.

» Kairos (kaipoc): This is the “opportune time,” the perfect moment according to God’s
will.

When we say that God answers in His time, we mean that He acts in kairos, at the most
suitable and perfect moment for our salvation and spiritual growth.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than
your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
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2. Waiting in Salvation History

The Bible is full of stories of men and women who had to patiently wait for God’s promises to
be fulfilled. Let’s examine some examples:

e Abraham and Sarah: God promised Abraham a multitude of descendants (Genesis
15:5), but they had to wait 25 years for Isaac to be born. God did not forget His
promise; He simply fulfilled it at the perfect time.

» Joseph in Egypt: Sold as a slave by his brothers and unjustly imprisoned, Joseph had
to wait thirteen years before being exalted as governor of Egypt (Genesis 41:46).
During that time, God was preparing him for a greater mission.

* The People of Israel: They wandered in the desert for 40 years before entering the
Promised Land (Deuteronomy 8:2-3). God used this time to purify them and teach them
to depend on Him.

* The Promised Messiah: The prophets announced the coming of the Messiah for
centuries, but only in the fullness of time did God send His Son, Jesus Christ (Galatians
4:4).

Each of these examples reminds us that God does not delay but acts at the right moment
according to His divine plan.

3. Why Does God Seem to Delay His Answers?

There are several reasons why we might feel that God is slow in answering our prayers:
1. God is shaping us spiritually

Sometimes, waiting is not a punishment but a school of faith. God molds us in patience,

humility, and trust. St. Augustine said:

“If God seems to delay in answering, it is because He is enlarging
your heart to receive a greater gift.”
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2. It is not yet the right moment

What we ask for may be good, but God knows when it is best to grant it. A child may ask his
father for the car keys, but a good father will wait until the child is mature enough to drive.

3. God has something better planned

In His infinite wisdom, God may have a greater blessing than the one we are asking for.
Jesus, in Gethsemane, asked that the cup of suffering be taken from Him, but the Father had
a greater purpose: the salvation of all humanity (Luke 22:42).

4. He calls us to trust Him more

Faith is strengthened through trials. Just as gold is purified in fire (1 Peter 1:7), our faith
grows in times of waiting.

4. How Should We Act While We Wait?

Knowing that God has His own timing does not mean we should remain idle. Waiting should
be active. Here are some keys to living it well:

1. Pray without ceasing - Jesus taught us the parable of the persistent widow (Luke
18:1-8) to remind us to persevere in prayer.

2. Practice patience - Impatience leads to despair, while patience opens us to God’s
plan.

3. Continue doing good - Do not let waiting paralyze you. Keep serving God and others.

4. Trust in God’s providence - If we trust that God knows what is best for us, waiting
becomes an opportunity for growth.

5. Testimony: The Story of St. Monica

St. Monica, the mother of St. Augustine, is a perfect example of perseverance in waiting. For
17 years, she prayed ceaselessly for her son’s conversion while he lived in heresy and sin. In
God’s time, He not only answered her prayer but made Augustine one of the greatest saints
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and Doctors of the Church.

St. Augustine, after his conversion, said about his mother:

“She wept more for my soul than other mothers weep for the death
of their children.”

This teaches us that God does not ignore our prayers, but He responds at the most opportune
moment.

6. Final Reflection: God’s Timing is Perfect

Sometimes, we do not understand why God makes us wait. However, when we look back at
our lives, we often realize that His timing was the best.

Let us ask for the grace to trust fully in God, always remembering that:

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity
under the heavens.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

If you are waiting for an answer from God, do not be discouraged. Keep praying, keep
trusting, and keep walking in faith. God is never late... He arrives right on time.

Have you experienced a long wait in your spiritual life? How have you seen God'’s
hand in it? Share your testimony and let’s strengthen our faith together. [
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