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Science is advancing at a dizzying pace, and with it, innovations emerge that challenge the
boundaries of ethics and morality. One of the most pressing issues today is genetic
manipulation: is it a positive advancement for humanity or a dangerous intervention in God'’s
design? As Catholics, we must analyze this topic from a perspective of faith and reason,
seeking the truth in the light of the Gospel.

1. What is Genetic Manipulation?

Genetic manipulation encompasses a set of techniques that allow the modification of the
genetic information of living organisms. Simply put, it involves altering DNA to enhance
certain traits or correct defects. This field includes gene therapy, genetic editing with CRISPR,
cloning, and embryo engineering.

Scientists have made remarkable progress, from the possibility of curing hereditary diseases
to improving agricultural crops. However, genetic manipulation in humans raises profound
questions about human dignity and respect for God’s plan.

2. The Church’s Position: Between Hope and Caution

The Catholic Church is not opposed to scientific progress. In fact, it recognizes that science is
a gift from God that should be used for the good of humanity. As stated in the Catechism of
the Catholic Church:

“Scientific research, in itself, is a significant expression of man’s
dominion over creation; but it must be at the service of the human
person, of his inalienable rights, of his true and integral good, in
conformity with the design and will of God.” (CCC 2293)

However, the Church makes a crucial distinction: there is a difference between therapeutic
intervention and genetic manipulation that seeks to alter human nature artificially.

e Gene therapy: The Church supports research aimed at curing diseases and alleviating
human suffering. If a genetic intervention respects human dignity and does not involve
the destruction of embryos, it can be considered morally acceptable.

* Genetic modification in embryos and enhancement genetics: Here, the Church
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warns of the dangers of playing God. Manipulating genetics to design “made-to-order
babies,” altering physical or intellectual traits, or even modifying human essence poses
a serious moral risk.

3. Ethical and Spiritual Risks

Pope St. John Paul ll, in his encyclical Evangelium Vitae, reminds us that human life is sacred
from conception to natural death. Genetically modifying humans for non-therapeutic
purposes presents several dangers:

a) Loss of Human Dignity

If human life becomes a “product” that can be designed and modified, there is a risk of losing
the sense of each person’s intrinsic dignity. The Bible teaches us:

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were
born I set you apart.” (Jeremiah 1:5)

Each human being is unique, created by God with a purpose. What happens if we start
designing our children according to our preferences? This could lead to a society where
human life is valued based on its “quality” rather than its inherent dignity.

b) Destruction of Embryos and Eugenics

Many genetic manipulation techniques involve the destruction of human embryos, which is
unacceptable from a Catholic perspective. Each embryo is a human life with the right to exist.
Furthermore, genetic enhancement could lead to a new form of eugenics, where only the
“genetically fit” have the right to be born.

¢) Pride and Transhumanism

The temptation to improve humanity through genetics can lead to an extreme mentality of
self-sufficiency, forgetting our dependence on God. This is one of the dangers of
transhumanism, a movement that seeks to overcome human limitations through technology.

In the Bible, we find a warning against human pride in the story of the Tower of Babel

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 2



@ Genetic Manipulation: Scientific Progress or a Threat to Human
Essence? | 3

(Genesis 11:1-9). When men attempted to reach heaven by their own means, God confused
their languages and scattered humanity. Today, with genetic manipulation, we may be facing
a new form of defiance against God.

4. How Should a Catholic Respond to These Advances?

As believers, we must adopt a balanced approach, avoiding both irrational rejection of
scientific progress and uncritical acceptance of any innovation. Here are some guidelines for
discernment:

» Educate oneself and form one’s conscience: We cannot remain ignorant. We must
educate ourselves on these topics from a Christian perspective.

e Support ethical research: Science can and should be used for good. It is valid to
support gene therapies that cure diseases without compromising the lives of embryos.

» Defend human dignity: As Catholics, we must oppose any practice that treats human
life as an object of manipulation.

e Pray and trust in Divine Providence: God has given us intelligence, but He has also
set limits. Humility is key to recognizing that we are not gods.

5. Conclusion: The Future of Humanity in God’s Hands

Genetic manipulation is both a fascinating and dangerous field. It can bring great benefits,
but also enormous risks if used without ethics. As Catholics, we are called to discern and act
wisely, always with the certainty that human dignity does not depend on genetic perfection
but on God’s infinite love.

“For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my
mother’s womb. I praise You because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made.” (Psalm 139:13-14)

Let us continue to trust in God’s will and defend life, remembering that our value does not
come from science but from the fact that we are created in the image and likeness of God.
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