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Introduction

Holy Wednesday is a day of deep reflection during Holy Week, marked by two contrasting
responses to sin: Judas’ despairing silence and Peter’s redeeming tears. Both disciples
failed Jesus, but their reactions led them down entirely different paths. While Judas sank into
hopelessness, Peter found in his weeping the way back to Christ’s love. This contrast invites
us to examine our own hearts: How do we respond when we fail God?

1. The Tragedy of Judas: When Sin Leads to the Abyss

Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver (Mt 26:14-16).
What is most shocking is not just his action but his reaction afterward:

» He acknowledged his sin but could not embrace mercy (“I have sinned by betraying
innocent blood,” Mt 27:4).

* He chose suicide over forgiveness, revealing a despair without hope.

» He did not seek Jesus, despite having lived with Him for years.

Judas represents those who, even when aware of their sin, cannot believe God will
forgive them. His tragedy was not just the betrayal but closing himself off to
redemption.

2. Peter’'s Weakness: Denial and Repentance

Peter, the most fervent apostle, also failed: he denied Jesus three times (Mt 26:69-75). Yet
his story did not end there:

e “He remembered the words of Jesus” (Mt 26:75), and this led him to repentance.
* He wept bitterly, showing a sorrow that was not despair but humility.
 Later, Jesus reaffirmed his love (“Feed my sheep,” Jn 21:15-17).

Peter did not hide from his guilt but faced it with tears that brought him to deeper
conversion.

3. Why Didn’t Judas Repent Like Peter?

The key difference lies in trust in God’s mercy:

* Judas saw his sin as greater than God’s forgiveness.
e Peter, though weak, believed Jesus could restore him.
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* One chose death; the other, life.
4. Lessons for Us Today
Holy Wednesday calls us to reflect on how we respond to our own failures:

v Avoid despair: No sin is greater than God’s mercy (“Where sin increased, grace abounded
all the more,” Rom 5:20).

v Learn from Peter’s tears: True repentance does not paralyze but drives us back to
Christ.

v Confess with humility: The Sacrament of Reconciliation is the antidote to despair.

Conclusion

On this Holy Wednesday, the Church invites us to look at Judas so as not to repeat his
mistake and to look at Peter to imitate his faith. God does not reject a contrite
heart (Ps 51:17). Will we accept His forgiveness, or will we remain locked in our grief? The
choice marks the difference between ruin and holiness.

Closing Prayer
“Lord, on this Holy Wednesday, help me not to despair like Judas but to weep for my sins with
hope, like Peter. May | never doubt Your mercy, which is greater than all my failures. Amen.”
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