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There are questions that seem simple... until you start taking them seriously.

Why did God expel Adam and Eve from Paradise? Was it really such a big deal?

And even more: if God didn’'t want them to eat the fruit, why put the tree there? Wasn't it a
kind of trap? And what was the serpent doing in Paradise?

If these questions have ever crossed your mind, you are not alone. But what is surprising is
that, when you delve into the traditional theology of the Church, the Genesis story stops
seeming like an exaggerated punishment... and reveals itself as one of the greatest lessons
in love, freedom, and eternal destiny ever told.

1. Paradise Was Not Just a Garden... It Was a
Supernatural State

To understand the expulsion, we must first understand what was lost.
Paradise was not merely a beautiful place. It was a state of total harmony:

e Harmony with God (sanctifying grace)
Inner harmony (no disorder in the passions)
Harmony with others

Harmony with creation

Immortality and absence of suffering

Adam and Eve were not “like us, but in a nicer garden.”
They were beings elevated by supernatural gifts they did not have by nature. They lived in
direct friendship with God.

And here is the key: all of this was a gift, not a right.

2. The Commandment: A Test... But Also a Gift

“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of
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I the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat” (Genesis 2:16-17)

God gives a clear command. Why?
Because without the possibility of choice, there is no real love.

God did not want obedient robots. He wanted free children.
And freedom only exists if there is a real option to say “no.”

The tree was not a trap.
It was the condition for love to be authentic.

3. Why Put the Tree There? Wasn't It Tempting Them
to Fall?

This is one of the most modern objections... and also one of the most understandable.

But here we must be clear:
God does not place the tree so that they would fall. He places it so they could love.

Imagine a marriage where one partner could not be unfaithful... not because they were
faithful, but because they had no choice. Would that be true love?

The tree represents:

* The possibility of trusting God... or distrusting Him
e The possibility of obeying... or rebelling
* The possibility of loving... or putting oneself at the center

Without the tree, there is no freedom.
Without freedom, there is no love.
Without love, there is no relationship with God.
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4. The Serpent: The Mystery of Evil Enters the Scene

“The serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field...”
(Genesis 3:1)

Church tradition identifies the serpent with Satan, a fallen angel.

Here arises another uncomfortable question:
What was the devil doing in Paradise?

A deep theological answer:
God allows temptation, but does not cause it.

Why does He allow it?

» Because without temptation, there is no virtue
e Because love that is tested is stronger
* Because even evil can be permitted for a greater good

God does not create evil, but He permits it for a greater plan.

5. The True Sin: It Was Not Eating... It Was Disobeying

Reducing original sin to “eating a fruit” is staying on the surface.
The core of the sin was this:
0 “You will be like gods” (Genesis 3:5)

Adam and Eve did not just disobey.
They distrusted God and wanted to take His place.

Sin has several dimensions:

* Pride: wanting to be like God
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» Disobedience: breaking the established order
* Distrust: believing God is withholding something good

At its core, it is the same sin that persists today:

I “I don’t want God telling me what is right or wrong. I decide.”

6. Was It Really That Serious? The Real Gravity of Sin

From a modern perspective, it seems exaggerated.
But in classical theology, the gravity of sin depends on against whom one sins.

It is not the same to disobey a friend... as to disobey God.
Adam and Eve:

 Had full knowledge

e Lived in grace

e Had no inclination to evil

» Received a clear command

Their act was not weakness... it was a conscious choice.
That is why the consequences were enormous:

 Loss of grace

Entry of suffering
Death

Inner rupture
Disorder in the world
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7. The Expulsion: Punishment... Or an Act of Mercy

I “So he drove out the man...” (Genesis 3:23)

Here comes one of the most surprising points:

The expulsion is not only punishment. It is also mercy.

Why?

Because if fallen man had eaten from the tree of life...

[] he would have remained in a state of sin forever.

God cut off that access to prevent an irreversible eternal condemnation.

It hurts, yes.
But it saves.

8. The Big Question: Did God Set a Trap?

No.
God:

e Gave everything freely

e Gave real freedom

e Gave a clear warning

e Gave the grace needed to obey

The fall was not a trap... it was a misuse of freedom.
Thinking otherwise implies seeing God as an enemy, not a Father.

And there lies the echo of original sin... still alive today.
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9. The Relevance of Original Sin: It Is Not Ancient
History

This story does not just speak of them. It speaks of us.
Every time we:

e Know what is right... and choose the opposite
e Justify something we know is wrong
e Put our judgment above God

We are repeating the same pattern.

Modern society has not overcome original sin.
It has just made it more sophisticated.

10. But the Story Does Not End with the Expulsion

Here is the key Christian insight:
God does not abandon man.

From that very moment, He promises redemption:
I “I will put enmity between you and the woman...” (Genesis 3:15)

This verse is known as the Protoevangelium: the first announcement of salvation.

The story of Adam does not end in failure.
It points to another man: Christ.

Where Adam disobeyed, Christ obeyed.
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Where Adam fell in a garden, Christ conquered in another (Gethsemane).
Where death entered, life entered.

11. Practical Applications: How to Live This Today
This story is not just for debate. It is for life.

1. Examine your relationship with obedience

Do you see commandments as limits... or as paths to life?

2. Distrust the voice that says “it’s no big deal”

That was the first lie.

3. Understand that freedom is not doing whatever you want
It is doing good with conscience.

4. Return to God without fear

If He expelled... He also promised to save.

5. Recognize your own “forbidden fruit”

We all have one.

12. Conclusion: It Was Not an Expulsion... It Was the
Beginning of Redemption

The story of Adam and Eve is not a children’s tale or divine injustice.

It is the most precise diagnosis of the human heart.
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It is not about a fruit.
It is about pride.
About freedom.
About misused love.

And above all, it is about a God who, even when man turns away...
[ does not stop seeking him.

Because if original sin explains why the world is broken,
redemption explains why there is still hope.
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