@ Dogmas About the Creation of the World: A Deep, Accessible, and
Contemporary Perspective | 1

The creation of the world is one of the most fascinating and fundamental topics of Christian
faith. This mystery lies at the core of our understanding of God, humanity, and the purpose of
existence. In this article, we will explore the dogmas related to the creation of the world, their
historical development, symbolic richness, and relevance to our lives today. The goal is to
shed light on how these truths of faith can inspire, educate, and guide us in our spiritual
journey.

l. The Biblical Foundations of Creation

The doctrine of creation finds its roots in the opening pages of the Bible, specifically in the
Book of Genesis. In its first chapter, we read how God, in an act of absolute love, creates the
universe out of nothing (ex nihilo). This account is rich with symbolism and theological depth:

1. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1): This
opening phrase affirms a fundamental dogma: God is the sole and absolute Creator of
all that exists. Nothing precedes God, and all creation depends entirely on Him.

2. The six days of creation: While not necessarily to be interpreted literally, the six days
represent order and purpose in God'’s creative work. Each day concludes with the
phrase “and God saw that it was good,” emphasizing the intrinsic goodness of all
creation.

3. The seventh day and God’s rest: God’s rest at the end of the week highlights the
sanctity of time and invites us to acknowledge God as the Lord of the universe,
dedicating time for worship and spiritual rest.

Symbolism in the Genesis Narrative

* The light created on the first day: Symbolizes God’s initial action of dispelling chaos
and darkness, marking the beginning of an ordered cosmos.

» The separation of waters and lands: Represents the establishment of a habitable
world, specifically designed for human life.

e The creation of man and woman in God’s image: This is the pinnacle of creation.
In humanity, God imprints His image, granting unique dignity, reason, and freedom.
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Il. The Dogmas of the Church on Creation

Over the centuries, the Church has formulated several dogmas about creation that define
essential truths of our faith:

1. Creation ex nihilo

The Church teaches that God created the world out of nothing. This dogma underscores
God's absolute sovereignty and rejects any notion that the universe is eternal or that
preexisting matter existed.

2. The goodness of creation

The Fourth Lateran Council (1215) declared that all creation is good because it comes from
God, who is Goodness itself. This affirmation is crucial to counter dualistic views that consider
the material world inherently evil.

3. The purpose of creation

The world was created to manifest God'’s glory and to allow humanity to participate in His
love. This dogma highlights that creation is not a cosmic accident but the result of a divine
plan full of purpose.

4. Divine providence

God not only created the world but continuously sustains and governs it. This means creation
is not an independent clockwork but a living tapestry upheld by God’s love.

lll. Theological Relevance and Practical Applications
1. The relationship between faith and science

In a world increasingly shaped by scientific advancements, some see a conflict between
Christian faith and scientific theories such as the Big Bang or evolution. However, the Church
teaches that there is no opposition between faith and reason. Science seeks to understand
how the universe works, while faith addresses questions of its origin and purpose.

Practical application: As believers, we can embrace scientific advancements with
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openness and gratitude, viewing them as a means to better understand God’s work.
2. Ecology and care for creation

Pope Francis, in his encyclical Laudato Si’, reminds us that caring for creation is a moral
responsibility. If the world is God’s handiwork, we are called to treat it with respect and love.

Practical application: Adopting sustainable lifestyles, avoiding excessive consumption, and
participating in conservation initiatives are concrete ways to live out this principle.

3. Human dignity

The dogma that humanity was created in the image and likeness of God challenges us to
respect and promote the dignity of every person, regardless of their social condition, race, or
religion.

Practical application: This invites us to commit to defending human rights, serving the
poor, and promoting social justice.

IV. Conclusion: Creation as a Path to God

The dogmas about the creation of the world are not mere abstract theories but deeply
spiritual truths that connect us with the heart of God. They invite us to contemplate the
universe with wonder, care for creation responsibly, and recognize our own dignity as
children of God.

In a world marked by materialism and nihilism, the dogmas about creation remind us that we
are not here by chance. We are part of a divine plan, called to participate in God’s work and
manifest His love in every corner of our lives. May these truths inspire us to live with
gratitude, hope, and a profound sense of purpose.

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 3



