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In a world where faith and reason often seem to be in constant tension, one of the most
recurring questions, especially in the realm of theology and traditional Catholic religion, is
whether the Bible contains historical errors. This question not only sparks intellectual
curiosity but also touches sensitive chords in the hearts of believers. How can a book inspired
by God contain inaccuracies? Isn’t the Bible infallible? In this article, we will explore the
origin, history, and current significance of this question, addressing the most common
criticisms and offering a solid, well-founded apologetic defense.

The Origin of the Bible: Divine and Human Word

The Bible is not just any book. For Catholics, it is the Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit
and written by human authors. This dual aspect—divine and human—is key to understanding
its nature. God, in His infinite wisdom, chose human beings to convey His message,
respecting their freedom, culture, and historical context. This means that the Bible was not
dictated word for word by God but was written by people who, guided by divine inspiration,
used their own language, style, and knowledge.

This process of inspiration does not negate the humanity of the biblical authors. On the
contrary, it elevates it. As St. Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:16: “All Scripture is inspired by God
and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness.” Inspiration guarantees that the Bible conveys the truth necessary for our
salvation, but it does not necessarily mean that it is a manual of history, science, or
geography in the modern sense.

Historical Errors or Modern Misunderstandings?

One of the most common criticisms of the Bible is that it contains historical errors. For
example, some point out that the dates, names of kings, or events described do not align
with archaeological or historical records. However, before concluding that the Bible is wrong,
it is important to consider several factors.

Literary Genre: The Bible is not a single book but a collection of 73 books (in the1.
Catholic tradition), written in different literary genres: poetry, narrative, prophecy, law,
letters, etc. Each genre has its own rules of interpretation. For example, the Psalms use
poetic and symbolic language, while historical books like Kings or Chronicles aim to
convey a theological lesson rather than a detailed chronicle of events.
Cultural Context: The biblical authors wrote in a specific cultural and linguistic2.
context. What may seem like a contradiction to us could have been a way of expressing
a deeper truth in their time. For instance, in the creation account in Genesis, the author
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does not intend to provide a scientific explanation of the origin of the universe but to
convey a theological truth: that God is the Creator of all that exists.
Archaeology and History: Many of the supposed historical contradictions have been3.
resolved thanks to advances in archaeology and the study of ancient cultures. For
example, for a long time, the Hittites, mentioned in the Old Testament, were thought to
be a fictional people. However, archaeological discoveries in the 19th century confirmed
their existence.

The Most Common Criticisms and Their Apologetic Refutation

Next, we will address some of the most frequent criticisms regarding the alleged historical
errors in the Bible and offer a response from the perspective of Catholic theology.

The Chronology of the Kings of Israel and Judah: Some critics point out that the1.
dates and reigns of the kings described in the books of Kings and Chronicles do not
match extrabiblical records. However, it is important to remember that the biblical
authors did not intend to write an exact chronology but to convey a spiritual lesson.
Additionally, differences in dates may be due to different calculation methods or the
inclusion of co-regencies (periods when a king ruled alongside his successor).
The Census of Quirinius in Luke 2:1-2: Some have argued that the census2.
mentioned in the Gospel of Luke does not align with historical records. However, recent
research suggests that there may have been a preliminary census during the reign of
Herod the Great, which was later completed under Quirinius. Moreover, Luke, being a
careful historian (as evidenced in the prologue of his Gospel), likely had access to
reliable sources.
The Conquest of Jericho: Some archaeologists have questioned the historicity of the3.
conquest of Jericho described in the book of Joshua, arguing that there is no evidence of
massive destruction at the time it is supposed to have occurred. However, other studies
suggest that the city may have been abandoned before the arrival of the Israelites,
which would explain the lack of archaeological evidence. Additionally, the biblical
account has a theological purpose: to show God’s power and the faithfulness of His
people.

Current Significance: Faith and Reason in Dialogue

In an increasingly secularized world, the question of historical errors in the Bible can be an
opportunity to deepen our faith and our understanding of Scripture. The Catholic Church has
always defended the harmony between faith and reason, as expressed by St. John Paul II in
his encyclical Fides et Ratio: “Faith and reason are like two wings on which the human spirit
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rises to the contemplation of truth.”

The Bible is not a book of science or history in the modern sense, but it is a book of truth. A
truth that speaks to us of God, His love for humanity, and His plan of salvation. As St.
Augustine said: “The Bible was written not to satisfy our curiosity but to transform our lives.”

Conclusion: The Bible, a Living Book

The Bible has no errors in what it teaches for our salvation. However, its humanity reminds us
that God communicates with us in our own language, with our limitations and our history.
Reading the Bible with faith and an open mind allows us to discover not only historical truth
but also the eternal truth that transforms our lives.

As Pope Benedict XVI said: “Scripture is not merely a text from the past; it is the living Word
of God that speaks to us today.” So, the next time someone asks you if the Bible has
historical errors, remember that its truth goes beyond facts. It is a truth that calls us to a
personal relationship with God, to a life of faith, and to a hope that transcends time and
history.

“The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword”
(Hebrews 4:12). May this Word continue to guide, inspire, and transform us in our daily
walk.


