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The whole truth—from theology, history, and daily life

Introduction: A Time That Demands Courage

We live in times when truth is no longer defended by laws nor taught in schools. On the
contrary: today, it is persecuted, manipulated, and concealed. What just a few decades ago
would have been unthinkable is now promoted as “progress” and imposed as “norm.” From
preschool desks to university halls, an omnipresent ideology invades consciences: moral
relativism, gender ideology, practical atheism, contempt for life and the family, and the
glorification of hedonism.

Faced with this ideological dictatorship, Catholic homeschooling—education at home guided
by the principles of the Faith—rises as the last bastion of freedom, truth, and hope. It is not a
fad. It is not a fanatical reaction. It is a deeply Christian response, theologically grounded,
pastorally prudent, and spiritually urgent.

This article not only aims to inform you about the topic but also to inspire you, help you
discern, and above all, to act. Because today, more than ever, the education of children
cannot be delegated.

1. A Bit of History: The Church Has Always Educated
From the earliest centuries of Christianity, Christian parents understood that their mission did
not end with the baptism of their children—it was only just beginning. Teaching the faith,
correcting with love, forming the heart and the reason… was part of their vocation. Education
was seen as an extension of baptism, a concrete way of forming disciples.

In the Middle Ages, the Church founded the first universities in Europe (Paris, Bologna,
Oxford), along with monastic and cathedral schools. The family and the parish were the
primary educational environments. Parents, monks, and clergy transmitted knowledge and
faith as one single treasure.

Over time, the State began to assume educational functions, initially in a subsidiary way. But
in the 19th and 20th centuries, especially with secularization, a dangerous inversion took
place: the State no longer cooperates with parents; it replaces them.
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Today, public schools in many countries have ceased to be spaces for learning and have
become fields for indoctrination. So what is left for Catholics? To return to the origin:
educating at home, in the light of the Gospel.

2. Theological Foundations of Catholic Homeschooling
Education is not an option: it is a moral and spiritual duty. The Church has been clear,
consistent, and firm in this regard.

a) The Natural and Divine Duty of Parents

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (n. 2223) teaches:

“Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their
children.”

It’s not just about choosing a school: it’s about forming the soul of the child—their sense of
God, of life, of good and evil. And this mission can never be fully delegated.

St. John Paul II, in Familiaris Consortio (n. 36), strongly affirms:

“The educational mission of the family is so important that it is
almost impossible to provide an adequate substitute.”

b) Subsidiarity and Freedom of Education

The principle of subsidiarity, so dear to the Church’s Social Doctrine, indicates that higher
instances (the State, the school) must assist lower ones (the family), but never replace or
oppress them.

The Second Vatican Council, in Gravissimum Educationis (n. 6), states:
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“Parents are the ones who have the primary and inalienable duty
and right to educate their children, and this duty is so important
that it is almost impossible to provide an adequate substitute.”

Freedom of education is not a modern caprice. It is a natural right, and Catholics must defend
it—even when governments put it at risk or openly persecute it.

c) Educating for the Kingdom

Jesus said:

“But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things will be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33)

Educating at home from the perspective of faith is preparing children for the Kingdom. It’s
teaching them to see the world through the eyes of Christ. It’s forming saints—not geniuses
or celebrities: saints.

3. The Current Context: Ideology, Manipulation, and
Moral Collapse
It is naive to think that “neutral” schools exist. All education transmits values. The only
question is: which ones?

Today, many public (and some private) schools promote:

Gender ideology from very early ages
Hyper-eroticized and dehumanized sexual education
Contempt for religion, especially Catholicism
Ecologism as a new religion
The culture of death (abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide)
Moral relativism (“nothing is true, everything is subjective”)
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Can a Catholic parent allow their child to be formed by this environment? Wouldn’t it be like
handing over a sheep to the wolf?

4. Catholic Homeschooling: What It Is and How It
Works
Homeschooling is not about improvisation or isolating oneself from the world. It’s about
educating with responsibility, method, and faith. In the case of Catholic homeschooling, it
means:

Following an academic curriculum (math, language, history, etc.)
Integrating all subjects into a Christian worldview
Teaching catechesis in a systematic and experiential way
Living the liturgical year at home: prayers, feasts, special seasons
Encouraging the reading of saints’ lives, attending Mass, loving the Rosary

There are many platforms, resources, books, and communities to help organize Catholic
homeschooling. It’s not a solitary task. There are families, priests, associations, and even
dioceses that provide support.

5. Common Objections and Clear Responses
“What about socialization?”
Response: Since when is placing 30 children of the same age in a room for 8 hours a day
synonymous with good socialization? Homeschooling allows for healthier socialization: with
siblings, family, community, parish, and friends chosen with prudence.

“I’m not a teacher, I couldn’t do it.”
Response: It’s not about being an expert in everything, but about being a guide. Materials are
designed for parents. And no one loves the child like you do. That’s your advantage. With
support, it is absolutely possible.

“But they’ll miss opportunities…”
Response: More and more universities accept homeschoolers. Many of them stand out for
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their maturity, creativity, and critical thinking. What they miss in ideology, they gain in
identity.

6. A Practical Guide: Where to Begin?
Discern in Prayer: This is not a light decision. Ask the Holy Spirit for guidance. Speak1.
with your spouse. Consult a trusted priest.
Get Informed: Seek trustworthy Catholic resources. Read testimonies from other2.
families. Evaluate different methods and curricula.
Organize Your Home: Create study spaces, establish routines. Define times for family3.
prayer, spiritual reading, and work.
Connect With Others: Look for local or online Catholic homeschooling associations.4.
You are not alone.
Form Your Own Faith: If you’re going to teach from the faith, you also must feed5.
yourself with the Word, Church teaching, and sacramental life.
Trust in God: He called you to this mission. He will not abandon you. As Isaiah says: “I6.
am the Lord your God, who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I
will help you.” (Isaiah 41:13)

7. Conclusion: Being Catholic Parents Today Means
Being Martyrs of Truth
Catholic homeschooling is not for everyone, but everyone should discern whether God is
calling them to it. It is not a fad nor an escape: it is a heroic way to live out the vocation of
parenthood in a world that has lost its bearings.

To be a parent today is to be the custodian of your child’s soul. And if that means going
against the tide, then blessed are we. As Our Lord said:

“A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me,
they will persecute you also.” (John 15:20)



Catholic Homeschooling: The Last Bastion Against the Ideological
Dictatorship | 6

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 6

In the face of the ideological dictatorship, neutrality is no longer an option. Either you form
your children in Christ, or you let the world deform them.

Catholic homeschooling is perhaps the last bastion. But it may also be the first step toward
a new generation of saints. Will you dare?


