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In today’s world, marked by environmental crises, climate change, and the destruction of
ecosystems, the responsibility to care for creation has become more important than ever.
This crisis is not just a technical or scientific challenge; it is also a moral and spiritual one. For
Christians, caring for the environment is not an option or a mere concern, but a moral
obligation that stems from God’s command to protect and cultivate creation. In this article,
we will explore the biblical and theological roots of this responsibility, its history within the
Church’s tradition, and practical ways in which we can live out this call in our daily lives.

Creation as a Gift from God

From the very first pages of the Bible, we find the story of creation, where God, with love and
wisdom, creates the world and everything in it. The book of Genesis presents a vision of the
world as good, beautiful, and harmonious. After completing His work, God looks upon all He
has made and declares it to be “very good” (Genesis 1:31). Creation, in its entirety, is a
reflection of God’s goodness and a manifestation of His love.

However, the creation story does not end there. God entrusts humanity with the
responsibility to “dominate” and “care for” the earth (Genesis 1:28; 2:15). This dominion
should not be understood as exploitation or abuse, but as a call to be stewards or
“caretakers” of creation. This implies a relationship of respect, care, and responsibility, where
humans act in God’s name to preserve and maintain the integrity of creation.

The History of Creation Care in the Christian Tradition

The concern for creation is not a new idea in Christian theology. From the early centuries,
many Church Fathers and theologians reflected on humanity’s relationship with the created
world. St. Francis of Assisi, in the 13th century, is perhaps the most emblematic example of
this harmonious relationship with nature. In his famous “Canticle of the Creatures,” St.
Francis celebrates the beauty of creation and calls all creatures, from the sun to the animals,
his “brothers” and “sisters.” This Franciscan approach, of deep respect for nature, has
inspired generations of Christians to see creation as a sacred gift.

In more recent times, several popes have issued important documents addressing
environmental issues and the care of creation. In 1971, Pope Paul VI warned of the emerging
ecological crisis in his apostolic letter Octogesima Adveniens, alerting the faithful to the
dangers of environmental degradation caused by human actions. St. John Paul II continued
this reflection, emphasizing the “ecological responsibility” of all Christians in various
speeches and encyclicals.
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However, it was Pope Francis, with his 2015 encyclical Laudato Si’, who gave an
unprecedented push to the theology of creation care. In this encyclical, subtitled “On Care for
Our Common Home,” Francis calls for an “ecological conversion” and emphasizes that the
environmental crisis is, at its core, a moral crisis. The Pope reminds us that caring for the
environment is inseparably linked to caring for the poor and vulnerable, who are the first to
suffer the consequences of climate change and environmental degradation.

Theological Significance of Creation Care

Caring for creation is deeply rooted in Christian theology, beginning with the doctrine of
creation itself. God is the Creator of all that exists, and everything He created reflects His
wisdom and goodness. Creation is not merely a utilitarian resource at humanity’s disposal but
a revelation of God, a “book” through which we can know Him and draw closer to Him. As
Psalm 104 teaches, all of creation praises the Lord and bears witness to His greatness.

Original sin broke the harmony between humanity and creation. The abuse of creation’s gifts
is, in fact, a manifestation of humanity’s alienation from God and from one another. The
reckless exploitation of natural resources, pollution, and indifference to the destruction of
biodiversity are symptoms of a deeper spiritual problem: selfishness and a lack of solidarity.

The salvation offered by Christ is not limited only to the human soul but encompasses all
creation. St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, speaks of how “the whole of creation has been
groaning as in the pains of childbirth” (Romans 8:22), awaiting redemption alongside the
children of God. The promise of the Kingdom of God is not only a spiritual reality but also a
total renewal of heaven and earth (Revelation 21:1). Therefore, caring for creation is part of
God’s redemptive plan and a concrete way to anticipate that coming Kingdom.

The Ecological Crisis: A Moral and Spiritual Challenge

In recent decades, we have witnessed the growing degradation of the environment: massive
deforestation, pollution of rivers and oceans, loss of biodiversity, and accelerating climate
change affecting millions of people. These problems are not just technical but raise deep
moral questions. How can we justify the irresponsible exploitation of resources when we
know it harms future generations and the poorest people in the world?

Pope Francis, in Laudato Si’, notes that the ecological crisis has its roots in a culture of waste
and unchecked consumption. Instead of seeing ourselves as responsible stewards of creation,
we often act as if we are its absolute owners, forgetting that everything in creation belongs
to God. This distorted view of nature and humanity has led to both an ecological and social
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crisis, where the poor and vulnerable suffer the most.

Practical Applications of Creation Care

The call to care for creation is not just a theological reflection but an invitation to concrete
action. Here are some ways Christians can live out this call in their daily lives:

Reduce Consumption and Waste: In a culture dominated by excessive consumption,1.
we are called to practice simplicity and moderation. This can mean reducing our
energy, water, and natural resource consumption, reusing and recycling, and avoiding
disposable products that contribute to pollution.
Protect Biodiversity: Safeguarding the diversity of life on our planet is crucial. This2.
includes supporting initiatives that promote the conservation of endangered species,
protecting natural habitats, and reducing deforestation.
Engage in Environmental Policy: Christians should not only be concerned with their3.
individual behavior but also with public policies that affect the environment. Supporting
laws and policies that promote environmental justice, reduce carbon emissions, and
protect ecosystems is an important way to live out the Gospel.
Educate Future Generations: The teaching of creation care must be passed on to the4.
next generation. Parents, educators, and catechists have the responsibility to form
children and young people in the love and respect for God’s creation.
Pray for Creation: Caring for the environment is also a spiritual issue. We can5.
incorporate prayers for creation into our spiritual lives, asking God for wisdom and
strength to be good stewards of the earth.

Creation Care in Community Life

Caring for creation is not just an individual responsibility but also a communal one. Our
parishes and Christian communities can play a crucial role in promoting sustainability and
respect for the environment. Some ways parishes can get involved include implementing
sustainable practices in their facilities (such as using renewable energy), organizing
ecological awareness campaigns, and collaborating with local organizations that promote
environmental justice.

Conclusion

Caring for creation is a central responsibility for all Christians, rooted in our faith in God as
Creator and our commitment to the common good. In a world facing grave environmental
challenges, Christians are called to be witnesses of hope and agents of transformation. By
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caring for creation, we not only protect the planet for future generations but also bear
witness to our love for God and our neighbor.

May each of us, inspired by the wisdom of the Church and the example of the saints, take
concrete steps to live more sustainably and in solidarity, contributing to the care of our
“common home.” Ultimately, caring for creation is an act of worship and gratitude to God,
who has entrusted us with the wonderful gift of life and the earth.


