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Introduction: When Technique Replaces Mystery
We live in a time when everything seems negotiable: time, the body, the soul… even
motherhood. In the midst of a culture that exalts individual desire above the common good
and natural law, a practice has emerged that, though dressed in compassion or progress,
raises deep moral and spiritual questions: surrogacy.

Can a mother “rent” her womb? Is it licit for two men, biologically incapable of conceiving, to
“order” a child as if it were a consumer product? What does the Catholic Church say about
this? And above all, how can a Christian respond to this ethical challenge with truth, charity,
and fidelity to the Gospel?

This article is meant to be a clear and deep guide to understanding the issue of surrogacy
from the perspective of faith, discerning its implications, and living out a Christian,
theological, and pastoral response.

I. What Is Surrogacy?
Surrogacy, also known as “womb for rent,” is the process by which a woman agrees to carry
a child who, once born, will be handed over to other people who are the so-called “intended
parents,” usually under contract.

There are two main types:

Traditional surrogacy: the woman provides her own egg.
Gestational surrogacy: the woman only carries the embryo, which has been fertilized
in vitro using the egg and sperm of other people.

Although it is often presented as an “act of love” or “generosity,” the reality is that it usually
involves a contractual relationship, with financial compensation, where a human life becomes
the product of an arrangement.
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II. A Brief History: From Technique to Business
What began as a medical advance to treat infertility has turned into a global multibillion-
dollar industry. In countries like India, Ukraine, or Thailand, women’s poverty has been
exploited to bear children for wealthy foreigners. In other nations, like the United States or
Canada, it has been institutionalized under legal protection, even for homosexual couples or
single individuals.

The manipulation of the female body, the instrumentalization of human life, and the
fragmentation of motherhood (biological, genetic, legal) are signs of a practice that radically
breaks with the Christian anthropology of gift and the dignity of the person.

III. What Does the Catholic Church Say?
The Church’s teaching is clear, firm, and deeply human: surrogacy is morally
unacceptable, even when done without profit. The main reason is that it violates the
dignity of the human person, of marriage, and of the child.

The Instruction “Donum Vitae” (1987) already stated:

“Surrogate motherhood represents an objective failure to meet the
obligations of maternal love, of conjugal fidelity and of responsible
motherhood; it offends the dignity and the right of the child to be
conceived, carried in the womb, brought into the world and
brought up by his own parents.”

The Instruction “Dignitas Personae” (2008) reaffirms and expands this, reminding us that
a child must be the fruit of an act of conjugal love, not the result of a technical process or
contract.

Key Biblical Quote:
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“You knit me together in my mother’s womb” (Psalm 139:13)

This statement from the psalmist expresses the sacred and personal character of each
human being’s origin. We are not technical products, but mysteries of love created by God.

IV. Theological Relevance: Why Is It a Problem?
Surrogacy goes against three essential pillars:

1. The dignity of the woman

A woman is not a “means,” a “container,” or a “reproductive machine.” Her ability to bear
children is deeply tied to her identity, her soul, her spiritual and bodily dignity. Turning the
womb into a production tool denies her value as a person.

2. The dignity of the child

Every child has the right to be conceived as the fruit of love between a man and a
woman—not as the result of a lab plan or a legal agreement. A child is not “ordered,” but
received.

3. The meaning of marriage

Human sexuality has its own language, which unites the unitive and procreative dimensions.
Separating fertility from the conjugal act breaks the natural order willed by God and turns the
gift of life into a manipulated technical process.

V. The Particular Case of Homosexual Couples and Single
Individuals
In many cases, surrogacy is promoted by homosexual men who, being infertile in their union,
wish to “have their own child” at all costs. This desire, though emotionally understandable,
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does not morally justify the means.

The Church teaches that parenthood is not a right but a vocation. No one has the right to
have a child as one has an object. To attempt to force biological nature—using a woman’s
body as a means to fulfill a desire—is contrary to justice, to the natural order, and to
God’s will.

VI. Practical Guide: Discern, Educate, Accompany

How Should a Catholic Respond to Surrogacy?

1. Form the conscience

Many Catholics are unaware of the Church’s teaching on these topics. It is essential to read,
to educate ourselves, and to teach in families and communities. Ignorance in moral matters
can lead to serious errors with eternal consequences.

2. Educate in the truth of human love

True love is not desire or possession. It is self-gift. We must teach young people the value of
chastity, of the body, of marriage, and of openness to life.

3. Accompany with mercy

This is not about judging harshly those who have fallen into this practice, but about helping
them to see with light and love. If someone has resorted to surrogacy, what they need is not
condemnation but conversion and pastoral guidance.

4. Be a prophetic voice

In a world that has lost the sense of the body and life, Christians are called to be the voice of
the Gospel of life. We must not remain silent in the face of unjust laws nor normalize what
is unnatural.

5. Pray and offer reparation

Surrogacy is a wound in the heart of humanity. We must pray for the children born through



Can Love Be Rented? Surrogacy in the Light of the Catholic Faith | 5

Catholicus.eu European Catholics in english. | 5

this method, for the women who have been exploited, and for all those involved in this
industry. We must also offer reparation through acts of love, fidelity, and reverence for life.

VII. What If It’s Someone Close to You?
The difficulty intensifies when those who resort to these practices are family or friends. How
should we respond?

With serene clarity: without giving in to lies or sentimentality.
With firm charity: love does not mean approving error, but accompanying with truth.
With luminous witness: showing through one’s own life the beauty of the Christian
family.

Conclusion: Only True Love Begets Life
In a world that trivializes the body and turns desire into a right, the Church stands as a
guardian of the mystery of life. Surrogacy is not progress, but a regression to the slavery
of the body and the commercialization of the human being.

But not all is lost. Every Christian is called to be light, salt, and leaven in the midst of this
culture. To defend the truth with love. To welcome life as a gift. And to trust, more than ever,
in the redeeming power of the cross.

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John
10:10)

May we know how to protect that life with faith, courage, and tenderness.


