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The history of the Church is marked by saints, martyrs, theologians, and reformers who have
left an indelible mark on the Catholic faith. But there have also been controversial figures
whose influence has sparked intense debates and lasting consequences. One such figure is
Annibale Bugnini (1912-1982), a central character in the 20th-century liturgical reform
and, for many, the man behind the radical transformation of the Catholic Mass after the
Second Vatican Council.

In this article, we will explore Bugnini’s life, his role in the liturgical reform, the accusations
regarding his alleged Masonic affiliation, and the profound impact he left on the
Church—often not for the better.

Who Was Annibale Bugnini?
Annibale Bugnini was born in Civitella del Lago, Italy, in 1912 and was ordained a priest in
1936. His ecclesiastical career quickly led him to become involved in liturgical matters, a field
that would become his expertise.

In 1948, Pope Pius XII appointed him secretary of the Commission for Liturgical Reform, a
body that worked on some minor modifications to the liturgy before the Second Vatican
Council. However, his real prominence came in the 1960s when he was appointed Secretary
of the Consilium, the committee responsible for implementing the Constitution
Sacrosanctum Concilium on the liturgy after Vatican II.

Bugnini played a decisive role in creating the Novus Ordo Missae, the Mass promulgated by
Pope Paul VI in 1969, which replaced the Traditional Missal of St. Pius V (the Tridentine Mass).

The Destruction of Catholic Liturgy: Bugnini’s Reform
To understand Bugnini’s impact, it is essential to compare the Traditional Mass with the
New Mass (Novus Ordo).

The Tridentine Mass, in use for over 400 years, had a deeply theocentric structure, where
every gesture, prayer, and element was designed to emphasize the sacrifice of Christ on
Calvary. Its language was Latin—unifying and sacred—and its ad orientem (toward the altar)
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orientation reflected the centrality of God.

The reform led by Bugnini introduced radical changes:

Much of the sacrificial language of the Mass was removed.
Latin was almost entirely eliminated, giving way to vernacular languages.
The ad orientem posture was replaced by the “Mass facing the people”,
shifting the focus from God to the community.
New Eucharistic prayers were introduced, and explicit mentions of sin and the
need for atonement were reduced.
Greater flexibility and creativity were allowed in the celebration, often leading to
abuses.

This led to what Cardinal Ratzinger (future Benedict XVI) described as a “dramatic
impoverishment” of the liturgy, where the sense of mystery and adoration was replaced by
a more anthropocentric celebration.

It is no surprise that Bugnini himself once stated:

“We must strip from our prayers everything that could be a stumbling block for our separated
brethren, that is, for the Protestants.”

This statement confirms what many theologians have pointed out: the new Mass was partly
designed to be acceptable to Protestants, diluting the sacrificial character of the Catholic rite.

Was Bugnini a Freemason? The Evidence and the
Scandal
One of the most controversial aspects surrounding Annibale Bugnini is his alleged affiliation
with Freemasonry, a subject that still sparks debate and has serious theological
implications.

In 1975, Bugnini was abruptly dismissed from his position and sent as Apostolic Nuncio to
Iran, a decision that surprised many. However, according to various sources, his downfall was
related to the revelation of secret documents implicating him in Masonic activities.

Catholic journalist Michael Davies, along with other researchers, assert that Pope Paul VI
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received a dossier containing evidence that Bugnini was a member of the Masonic lodge
“Alta Vendita”, an anti-Catholic organization seeking to undermine Church doctrine from
within.

It is said that the dossier contained signed documents by Bugnini with his alleged Masonic
identification “Buan 1365”. This information was presented to the Pope by Cardinal Dino
Staffa, leading to Bugnini’s immediate removal.

Although the Holy See has never officially confirmed or denied this accusation, Bugnini’s
sudden dismissal and exile to Iran suggest that something serious happened within the
Vatican.

Did Bugnini Influence the Appointment of Bishops?
Bugnini’s liturgical reform not only transformed the Mass but also influenced the profile of
bishops and priests formed during that period.

As the new liturgy was implemented, bishops aligned with the reform were promoted,
while those who were more traditional were sidelined. This had consequences for seminary
formation and the transmission of the faith to future generations.

Many bishops appointed in the 1970s and 1980s, under the influence of this new trend,
adopted a more progressive stance on other doctrinal issues, contributing to the Church’s
identity crisis.

Pope Benedict XVI, aware of this problem, sought to restore traditional liturgy with his Motu
Proprio Summorum Pontificum (2007), allowing the free use of the 1962 Missal.
However, the resistance from some progressive sectors shows how deeply Bugnini’s
influence shaped the Church’s structure.

Conclusion: A Controversial Legacy
Annibale Bugnini was undoubtedly one of the most influential and controversial figures in the
history of the 20th-century Church. For some, he was a necessary reformer. For others, he
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was the primary culprit behind a liturgical earthquake whose consequences are still felt
today.

His role in creating the Novus Ordo and the accusations of Freemasonry make him a figure
that cannot be ignored. His legacy continues to divide Catholics: while some celebrate his
reforms, others see in him the man who destroyed traditional liturgy.

Today, more than ever, the faithful have the responsibility to know history, rediscover the
beauty of traditional liturgy, and pray for the restoration of the Mass that has nourished
saints for centuries.

What Do You Think?
Do you believe Bugnini’s liturgical reform was beneficial or harmful to the Church? Is it time
for a definitive return to Tradition? Share your thoughts, and let’s continue exploring this
crucial topic for our faith!


